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14. Oftob. 1662, 


appointed by his Sacred Majeſty to conſult the Afﬀairs of his 
Forcign Plantations. 


My LORDS, 


Þ, Eaſon could not direft ne to 4 better way #o let your Lord) pe 
Wi underſtand the whole of my caſe, then b preſenting Jon with? 
2 full charge my adverſaries have publiſhed againſt me, with ſuch 
GE 4»ſwer to it as truth and my own innocence prompted me to makg. 
Here your Honours will finde all the criminations which their inventions 
= Could ſuperadd to the proofs brought againſt us,and my refutation of thens, 
| which are both ſubjetted to your Lordſhips judgement. TIED | 
T hat this Narrative which I have expoſed to 0% view 1s Byam's 
own ; 1 can onely bring theſe Arguments for : when I came te Barbadoes 
o ( which was long after the departure of my feilow-Proſcripts from Suri- ' 
nam ) Byam, »ot doubting their arrival , gave enely ſhort accounts ta'brt » 
friends x of thoſe rancounters among it us,referring them to this Natra-/ 
tive ſent formerly : But they , miſcarried by their leaky veſſel , came not 
#0 that Iſland 1111 I was departed thence , and thex this Declaration be= 
% came firft pablick there, Among divers copies , one of thew was ſent td 
q my V ncle ( well intereſſed 1n Surinam ) with a letter from Byam aggreva-. 
ting my particular fat: He ſent both ro me , and I, -a; faithfully as I 
could tranſcribe them, have ſent both into the world, 1 can, T believe, 
finde ſome here who having ſeen and read them before they came to my 
| , dare ſo far rely on their memories as to aver theſe tobe the very 
ame, 
F Here now , my Lords, you have both the parties pleading before your 
Honours : in the contel?, the diſadvantage of the weapons is obſervable ; 
They, having afflifted us with the greateFt injuries., have nothing to doe 
but to bedirt us with any imputation which may render us pilates Jack” 
for the puniſhments we have ſuffered : We are forced to bri Proofs of ; 
xr Innocence againſt their no-proofs of or gwilt , of elſe malt fall under __. 
| A 2 4 heir : 4 


ErisTLce DzrDpiciTGRy: 


coed axes * as n__ it were ar ument tnengh of our 


C119 1---:, At We have (o highly 

(certaingy it 15 a hard tark to prove negatives, but ſurely a mach hard- 
er caſe thax ſ{#ering Innocence muſt be put to it , while be that bath vio- 
lated her  exedited an bg bare ffertion : yet this is our task and our caſe, 


ſpoiled us of reputation and liberty by an infamous impriſonment, of peods 
h heavy fines,of houſes, lands, and f countrey by banfhment k "7, Seebs 
J 


Grand [nqueft, and after found' done or not done by 4 Ju of the neigh» 
' t 


is way of pro- 


Yet ſhould we grant that it were cuStomary in thoſe (olomes to try of= 


fences | pthe General Aﬀſembly , comtraryto-the great Charter , it would. 


ngt excuſe a company of men who ſeiz;to themſelves the Power and Name 

of x General Afſcmbly, and vote all thoſe that deny their Amthority, guil- 

oof what crimes they pleaſe, ſparing or puniſhing them — to the 
ule cf their wills, #/ ; 

adiſputing their power, and an A&t of Pailiament cannot authorize any to 


- be Judges.in their own cauſe, _ My. 


alt this-- 


at they call ſedition in wa , they confeſſe to be onely- 


ErisTt.zs DepicaroryY. 


My Lords, as we cannot looſe our Allegiance by changing or ſoil or hea. 
ven, ſo neither can we looſe the ors And fo 
the 


char ſubje8 thas 
hazards life , and fortunes to enlarge bis Majeſties Dominions, the reve- 
nues of his crown, and traffick of 


ation, deſerves nos to be difetifran-- 
chiſed, 


I ſhould not importune your Lordſhips with 4 repeated clamonr of my 
caſe, did I groan under a ſupportable ſufferance : but wholly to looſe an 
eftate purchaſed by a large expence of money , tinit and travel : to be re- 
duced from a plentiful way of being to the neare#t confines of B ; 
from the dignity of ſtore , ta the comtemyts of want ; to be deprived c 
fruition , which when it was in bope onely did ſweeten the toil of its ac- 
quift ; and what ix the ſum of ys ſer awife and elatdren, dear and de- 
ſerving, panting under this whole burtheny & ſo ſuperlative a paaiſhment, 
that I cannot believe all they would make me guttty of car deferve it : 
Death, though _—_— had -_ a mony to this, 

And this, my Lords, without Hyperbole or aggravation, i truly my 
condition: Fram I brought into that Cajony, and whatever Arc 
mant of that my dire bal mads ( which was ſuſftkerently conſiderable) 
i« ſe wholly gone, that wot the leaſt Remnuains thereof are Iift ; lands I have 
there, but ſuch as lie waſte, and, witheut money to reſtack_thew , muit for © 
ever lye ſo ; and though my enemies malite go not [ofar as ta forfeit them, 
their heavy inopoſit ions will devour them, by 

T hey have ſo weakened me ( ſuch was their crae! polity) that Tcay ſrarce 
call for Juſtice : by the Grandewy of their oppr they heve- made rhe 
moſt probable purchaſe of their ax rnapurcty ; and rhew e with is. 
ſtrutt thafe that ſhall hearafter meditate wrong, to doe it fully ; nateſſe de- 
rexred by the impartial ſcrutinp, your Lardſbips forall makg into theſe aft; 
ons ; and your Rying or leaving che puniſhment where you finde the guilt : © 
which anfeignedly 1s the hearty prayer of 


My Lomb, 
Your Honours nioft Eumble Servant, . 
” 


R. SANF Q-RD,. 


READER 


F inthis Narrative »»y phraſe or ſtile be beneath the elegan- 

cy and purer Diale& of ovr Eaſtern Englilh , and that in 

any particular 7 expreſs my ſelf in an [diom different 

from What uſe hath made common in theſe Parts, I deſire the as 

Reader zo be fayourable in js cenſuxe: For ( befdes that inthis 

Trather ſtudied truth then words ) it is more than an excuſe zo ſay, 

1 was tranſplanted inmy very child-bood into the Weſt-Indies; - 
Where I pet my Whole pucrility and adoleſcence, all the time 
proper for Erudition, «nd the poliſhings of xy now-entered viri- 
lity. Near twenty years have 1been abſent from my native Eu- 

rope, the greater and better part of which | loſt in places unrefi- + 

ned fromtheir aboriginal Barbariſme, 


R, SANEORD. 


Surinam Juſtise. 


Byams Declaration. | 
=] He Governoar of Surinam hath been for theſe three years 


> paſt, annually Elefted by Delegates choſen by the Free- 

8 holders thereof: A Power which Neceflity exf orced them 

WELSS to af ume during the Diftrattions of our Nation , bat 
alwaies with ſubmaſſion to the Supream Authority of England, 

Upon his Majeſties happy Reftauration , advice being brought of his 
Royal Proclamation for the Cont inuance of all Goyernouts , Magiſtrates 
= other Officers till further Order , ut was in Obedience to the ſame una- 
nimouſly Concluded and Ordered at 4 General Aſſembly as followeth. 

By the Governour and General Afembly. | 

Since by his ©Majeſties late Proclamation all Governours &c, Of 
Colonys are Required to Continue and Execute their ſever«l Offices in Hus 
Majeſties Name till further Order. ; and ſince it 1s daily expetted that 
Particular Orders will ſuddenly arrive from his Majeſty to this Colony for 
the Government thereof, ſo that the Meeting of the Inhabitants for the 
EleRing of Repreſentatives will be but a needleſſe and unneceſſary Charge 
and Troublc ro the Inhabitants. It is therefore Ordered that all Perſons 
reſt quiet aud contented in Obedience tothe Authority aforeſaid, 44 Per. 
forme all neccſſ[ary Duties and Injunttions from them Proceeding , t1ll they 
are Concluded by ſuch alterations as his Sacred Majeſty ſhall. think, conve . 
nent to appozut amongit ws. Dated the eigth day of May 166.1, ; 

. eAnſwer. | 

SeR. 1. Thoſe Delegates were Choſen. by the People to Erect the 
whole frame of Government , and they accordingly did (as formerly , ſo)in 
the Beginning of this laſt ycar appoint the whole General Aſſembly ; and 
I[mited the time of their Rule preciſely toan Anniverſary day, on Which 
the EleCtion of the whole Amthority was to be by the People repeated: and 
this Power was not onely to ſubmit to the Supream Authority, but to Go- 
yern Conformly to the Lawes of England. Nor was that Neceſſity which 
during the Diſtra&tions of. our Nation Enforced them to this courſe , viz. 
[AY Commands from the Soveraign for a Government | at all taken away 

y His Majeftics happy Reftauration ; the Proclamation they ſpeak of be. 
ing a meer Chimergof Byam's own Brain, invented to ſerve hi HO | 
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2 Surinam Tuſtice, 
| of Dominion , ſo vfies 2nd by ſo meny eres formerly En- 
6 Perperual , many y 


Take away then ſo much of the Preamble of This: Order as concern's 
that Proclamation, and we find onely thoſe flale Imducements (often heres 
4 tofore uſed, and as often hiſt*t our) viz. | a ſudden change, and therefore | 

anneceſſary trouble to continue the former Rule for Elettions,] But this « 

. Conſideration neither concerys , noris of _— to Authorize, a Subſti- 
tated Power toalter thoſe Conſtitutions whic by their Swperionwr Power 
were Eſtabliſhed : for a l2ſs Potency then that which creates cannot anni- 

— bhilate. . Nor can it Logically be ſaid that the Delegates by inveſting this 

: General Aſſembly with a Legiſlative and Magiſtraticat Power for a year did 

by choſe words youre ſuch Power to them for ever ; ſo that though we ſhould 

grant chat within their year they could make ſuch an Order , it would nor 
Illow that after their -year expired they could pat it in-Execution by exa- 
ing Obedience to it, | 


| Declaration, 
Se&.2. The Date of this 'Order was above a Moneth before my Com. 
: mufſion expired ; Here Democracy fell, by the Loyal Conceſſions of our _, 
- Government to the Royal Power of Monarchy : which was communicated | 
by the Gentlemen of the General Aſſembly to the Inhabitants if their Re- 
ſpeQive Diviſions as eccafov preſented ; and all for abont four Mentths 
 Reſigned their Submiſſion unto it. | þ 
Anſwer. 
| Set,» By Democracy here , we muſt underſtand the Conſtitutions of the 
Peoples Delegates ; and by the Governments conceſs1ons ro Monarchy , the 
altering that conſtitution mpon the ſuſpition of 4 Royal Proclamation to 
that purpoſe. ifſued forth : for if they mean the General Submiffion of the 7-- i 
Colony to the King as our ſupreim Lord , why ſhould not this Democracy 
have fallen as well in Olzvers andRichardstime(as it was attempted with the 
Bike Pretexts) whoſe power Byam recognized with equal zeal as he did Hs 
Majeſties > No argument can evince but that, That forme of Government 
appointed by the 'Delegates might very well f+{ haye Confiſted with our | 
ſubj<Rtion to the Soveraign Power of England. FS. ww 
Declaration. |: 


- 
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Surinam Tuftice. 


: amterpoſed for his Releaſe on Baile, mhich I ref uſing, cauſed Mi. Maſhart 
. that might being (the 27% of Oftober) i# the heig t of his Caps, not onely 


ro deny, but to ſand in defiance of the y we of the Colony, ur 

Eſcaping from the negligent Marſhall flyes to Maſhart ; they both quis 

their houſes and betake themſelves ts the woods and to their armes : where- 

wpon 1 ſent Sergeant Major George Uther to Maſhart to require his appea- 

ranee before me ; Maſhart to/d himy he would own no Goyernour nor any 

Authority in tne Colony. 
eAnſwer, 

Set,3, Though gexeralls prove nothing , and as little credit bet be 
given to his cr1minations who is himſelf guilcy of unjuſt proſecutions , yet 
I ſhall not decline to Eyince that Foxes could not ( at the time mentioned ) 

:ght , contemue , or abuſe Authority, For admit we had not a greater 
truth for the Aſſertion , yet according to that Rule ofmy Lord Cookes | De 
on apparentibus & non exiſtent ibus eademeFt ratio] we may rationally af- 
firm,from irs never being ſeen or publiſhed amongſt us, that there never was 
any ſuch Proclamation from the King as they ground their Authority np- 
on : & that foundation being removed they have noxe for their Govern= 
ment, For the power which they derived from the Delegates was deter- 
mined by their expreſſe limitation on the ſecond wedneſday in June ; ſo 
that the Dominion which they were poſſefſed of in Oftober following was 
taken by therſelves, and is conſequently an#ſwrpation ; and whether that 
can be ſufficiently flighted, contemned or abuſed, let them reſolve who yet 
feel the calamities of our late cimes in England, 
| I never thought flying from Perſecution had been ranged with reſſtance 
to Power ; atd wonder as: much how #fher. could find Maſhatts Receſees , 
and return unoftended from his 'Armes : a little proofe would have done 
well ; ſome [//uſtration at leaſt to bring the rae together, Ir ſhould ſeem 
if they did berake themſelyes to armes it was ſe defendends » {o 'natural as 
that the Law daresnot puniſh it. 

Nor was it foxes's inſufferable Inſolence , but Byams and Martens im- 
placable hatred , that impoſed that faxmer fine : as Illegally and Arbitralily 
as his latter fine and Bariiſhment was decreed : they might haye remembred 
the Precedents I cited againſt that Fudgement , which they could then-no 
otherwiſe anſwer than by Straffords cale attainted by Parliament. 

6 Declaration. 

Selt.q. But before I proceed it will be requiſite to adviſe that on the 1 4. 
of February 1660. there was an Att made by the General Aſſembly for 4 
Levy upon laud of halfe a pound of Sugar per Acre , to be paid at two ſeve- 
ral payments : this Aſſeſiment was to diſcharge publick, debts , build 4 

. B State- - 


4 Surinam Tuſticte _ 
State-houſe and a Priſou ( which was Gall to the Debanehers of the Calo; 
wp) and alſo for a Stock in the Treaſury : Maſhartand: Jones, meeting with 
the Inhabitants of the Diviſion where they lived , were __y that claſhed 
«ud flormed again#t it; Inſo muchthat at that tim® nothing was done as 
required - whereupon about a;weck after I [ unmmoned all the Inhabitants 
again, but Maſhart aud: Jones appeared not : I then Declared unto them 
upon what Baſis: the Government ffeod , and the neceſſity of this Lewy 
whichwvery much ſatisfied the people: and that Maſhart may be nexcuſeable, 
Capt, Thomas Griffich,ove of the-Repreſentatives of chat Diviſion , did, a- 
bout the middle of July 'la#, informe the ſaid Maſhart at his houſe of the 
Order of the General Afſcmbvly,;n Obedience to His Mayeſties Proclamation 
concerning our preſent Government : the (ame I adviſed Maſhart the Sep4 
tember following,with which he then told me. he was fatisfied, 
ACA Anſwer. 
SEEt, 4. This SeRion ſhould-preeede "the former as the cauſe doth the 
effect ; for the demanding of this Levy when the Aſeſors power was legal- 
ly expired,was it indced which raiſcd the D:ſpate againſt the pretendeq Au. 
thority, Tae people before onely mattered at the loſle:of their Prividedges, 
Lut then they began to ſee an approaching loſle: of what with ſo much diſh- 
culry they laboured for, they grew louder in-their clamonrs : and thinking 
' themſelyes well fortified with arguments, denyed the power which demand. 
ed this of them : hoping to lighten their burthen by a »ew Ele&ion, which 
hopes was Byams and his Partiſans deſpair, Nor muſt we think eyery $4 
lence a Sgtisfiedneſſe, 
| | Declaration. ' 
: Seft.'5; On the 28th. of October at the meets vg of the Inhabitants of 
the Diviſion of Toorarica, Mr, William Sanford ( one of the (onfederacy ) 
did alſo very Inſolently ſpit in the face of Amthority, ſtirring up the peoplt 
to ſedition ; and was uncontrolled by his brother , Licutenant Coll,*Robert 
Sanford, then preſent ; a Magiſtrate aud one of my Counce!; who afterwards 
appeared tohead the FaCtion. . | 
| eAnſmer, | | 
Set.5. That Mr. illiam Sanford at the meeting of the Thhabitamts of 
Teorgrica about this Levy did deny payment thereof till he was ſatisfied 


by what porvcr i: was demanded , openly denying the Governours Power , . 
y » D 5 3 


I ſhall readily acknowledge;but that he did thereby inſolently ſpit in the face 
of Authority [muſt deny, for the reaſons afore-alledged, That-he was 
uncontrolled by me I underſtand not ; for the ſame chat Byam ſaith him- 
ſelf did upon the like occaſion in A7aſharts Diviſion, I did here , and 
_ rhereby Gilenced. my brother, . Perhaps he counts nim wxcoatro{led, becanſe 
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Surinam Tuſtice. 5 
- wncommanded into Irons as Fones was: (which exaſperated Maſhart, my 
brother, and divers others,) -; But though I was one of Byams Conncel, I 
was not of his Cloſet; and my Magiſtrates oath (which he neyzr took ) 
deterred me from ſuch lawleſs ſeverities. 
; Declaration, 
| SeB.6. Theſe twopretended Grievances which they ſeemed to boggle at, 
| the Levy and the Government ( in the latter of which they objetted rhe 
a peoples liberties were infringed ) were but Cloaks for 4 farther deſigne. 
n For about ſix or eight (1 mention the moſt) male-contents; of bad fortunes, 
worſe lives , and no endeavours , exvying the proſpern'y of the - induſtrious 
and obſerving their own declining condition , occaſiouod through cout inued 
ſleth and drunkenneſs , were reſolved, if poſſible , ts unhinge the frame of 
arr, , bring all things into a confuſed diſorder, aud out of the troubles 
(which their ſottiſh diſtemper had fancied) patch up their decaying fortunes. 
T he truth of this and what elſe I aſſert , will moſt evidently appear out of 
the annexed Depoſitrons, Pe, 
eAnſwer, | | 
Se&.&, When the world reads there were'but fix or cight ſo very bad as 
Pj - are here deſcribed,and after hears that eight onely were baniſhed, theycan- 
| not bur jn charity conclude thoſe eight to be the yery worſt; and ſo amongſt 
our other ſufferings we muft wander the world with all ths filthupon us,But 
till a contrary proofe appear , this aſſertion may be full as current, that a- 
| boye three fourths of theſe Proſcripts brought better fortunes into that Colo- . 
ny by many degrees, than Byams or the more-numerous of his aſſeſſors.: 
( their fines are ſome evidence of this, ) Nor were they leſs 1nduſtrious in 
improving thoſe fortunes : many of them alſo were ſeldome exempted from 
the moſt eminent employments, And if drunkenneſſe be a crime meritori- 
*| { ous, in our enemiesthoughts, of ſo ſharp .and ſevere a puniſhment aswe 
| have undergone , I wonder they were not themſelves deterred:( or aſhamed 
at the leaſt ) ſo publickly to became examples of exceſs in that kjnde , that 
very night in which they had determined concerning us, But I will excuſe 
them as tranſported with Joy , and confeſſe that Recriminations purge not 
the guilty. And heartily I do wiſh that this fault could be lefſe objected to 
| + ny of us,or toour Nation : this | (hall onely averte,very few of «s Exiles, 
did ever any injury, either to publick or private Intereſts, by Ebriety : 
a Negation to a bare Affirmative is enough ; and the likelihood of the 0- 
ther plots objeCted in this Paragraph we will examine in our anſwer tothe 
mext, and to the Depoſitions annexed to which they referre us, 
Declaration, . 
Seit,7, Daring part of theſe rebellious diſſentions Lieutenant Coll. San. 
| B 2- I" ford: 


6 Surinam Tuftice. 


ford was communded abroad with a party to ſatisfy the timerous Indians, 
who ſuſpefted we had a defigne to cut them off : with him were many of our 
boſome enemies, who all the voyage endeavoured to diſcompoſe the mindes 
of the Souldiers, pretending they would get what number and ſettle $. Vin- 
cents: [waited his return to ſummon the General Aſſembly , whereof he 
and Captain Strange (at that time with his) were Members : and though 
I was adviſed by ſeveral that he was the grand Promoter of theſe diſtur- 
bancts yet I was ſtill incredalous, 
Anſwer. | 

Set. 7. The Diſputes made to their preſent Authority being ſo reaſona- 
ble and juſt, Byam to make it a Crime is forced to accuſe it of Pregnan. 
cy;4 guilt big with Monſter, the Prodromw to the Colonyes deſtruction ; 
as though the new Ele&ting their Repreſentatives,now more than ever , mult 
be the onely narrow way for its.rwine to. enter at, Yet herein he is ſounlucky 
as to affert what every child almoſt in that Colony can contradict : for he 
layes the Inducements to this plot to be diſcontent , bad fortunes, worſe 
lives,and no-endeayours, and (tHe caufe of all theſe) floth and drunkenneſle; 
. andat the ſame inflant makes Mr. Michael Maſhart, Mr, Daiiel Jones 
and my Brother , the firſt trumpets, and we the giand Promoter of theſe 
diſturbances and head of the Faion ; all whom particalarly (I ſhould nor 
ſpeak it, were it not a moſt evident truth) were the juſt contrary to all theſe 
aſperſions; perſons induſtrious and in the way of thriving by it; living come 
- Fortably as any there ; and whoſe greateſt hopes and afſurance of perte&ting 

their good condition , conſiſted in that Colenyes advance, and their own 
continuation in it, But rhzs is too poſitive 3 to deſcend therefore to Parti- 
cularities and mzanifeSt. [/lations, 1 ſhall firſt then defire Byaws to remem- 
ber that I was not ſent forth to ſatisfie the t:9er0u5 Indians , but our time- 
rows ſelves; *rwas we had information that the Indiavs, in (revenge of 
ſome pieces of juftice executed on them for deteining our r#»-awayNegros,) 
had deſigned to. ct 5 off 3 and that great numbers of them were to that 
purpoſe congregated in an adjacent river : to prevent and ſuppreſle this de. 
ſign , I'was by order of the General Aſemvly ſent forth with general [n- 

ruttions to do actording to neceſſity and diſcretion, Before my going this 
buſineſs of Tones, Maſhart'and my Brotherhappened , and the di 
in the Colony grew.loud. That very night that I was to ſer forth I received 
a letter from Byam (which I have yer to ſhew) then a long way diſtant at a 
Feaſt ; wherein he tells me that he had received the Report ( by which the 
whole Colony was at that time alarm'd ) that thirty of our men were alrca- 
dy flain by theſe Indians ;- and not knowing what particular orders to 
gives, becauſe the certainty of this as yet appeared not, he leayes the ma- 


naging + 


iſcontents” 


wh 
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naging of the whole buſineſs to me, encouraging to an aftual exgagement 
if I found the rumour true, in which. he promiſed wellto ſecond me, Now 
lerthe impartial Reader judge , if there were a party that deſigned the Co- 
lonies deftruction, if many of its boſome enemies were now with me , who 
an! ſaid to te thc head and grand Promoter of that deſign , whether a better 
opportunity could be preſented to us to bring all things into confuſion, and 
our of the general ruines to repair our own 2 The falling on any one town 
of Indians with hoſtility had in great part effeRted this ; or if ( as hereafter 
he laics to our charge ) we had a purpoſe by force of arms to remove the 
power de fatto, and to ſeiz his perſon , when could it better haye been effe- 
&ed then now ? Byam was abſent, the Colony full of diſcontents and fears, 
T in arms with a boundlefſe-Commiſſon , and ( a5 himſelf ſaies ) abetted 
by many of thefaftion. Whar hindred to make my train as numerous as my 
ſelf pleaſed, to march up to the place where Byam was, environed onely 
with feaſts and jollity ( to which alſo I had hi and the preſent occaſions i= 
vitation ) and to make my ſelf maſter of hisperſon, and-in that of the Colo- 
ny > But when ic ſhall appear that nothing of rhi was dons or attempted 
by me ( for if it had, either Byams would have complained of it , or elſe I 
ſhould ow have had no cauſe to complain ) that I managed this buſineſſe of 
the [nd:axs with all integrity, ſatisfied their diſcontents , and removed owr 
fears, and, having done my errand, that ( notwithftanding the threats of 
gallows , priſons , and irons wherewith many of the Gentlemen with me 
were accolted at my return, and my ſe/f thought »»ſafe, becauſe /»ſpeted ) 
I, yet, diſarmed my felf and Partizans , who all retired to their relveQiv® 
hatications ; 4t cannot rationally be concluded but thar either there was no 
ſuch plot as is charged an us, or, if there were , I was not of it , much lefle 
the head. And thes truth alſo will readily emerge , that the raiſers of it 
thought themſelyes to have force enough of words and arguments for the 
preſent diſpute, and therefore needed not the force of ſwords and guns, 
Again, it 1s ſtrange, if I were the head of theſe defigns , that ſuch eminenc 
criminals as Maſhart, Fones, and my Brother, all then skutking for fear of 
Bym , did not rather repair tome, then in 4rm7, and of better force to 
protect thzm than their ſngle weapons, 

As to the ſtory of Saint Yincents, the diſconrſe we had of it was as inno- 
cent as anyT have ever heard or meddled in : and afterwards when Byan 
would needs {queez 4 plot out of it ( a torture whlch ac this time all our oc- 
cafional diſcourſes ſuffered ) it proved ir it ſ*lf ſo ridiculons , ,improbable, 
nay impoſſible to be the real deg of any bur very fools or m1dinen ; "and 
then alſo was ſo far from menacing any harmt» the Colony , or aria&in 
contra11ant to the preſent goyernment, that afcer Byaiy had buſied Himſelf * 

| B-3 much 
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much to-finde out the depth of it, and had gotten one who ſtuck not to 
ſwear according to his ew# diftamens , Captain Crook, ( happily by at his 
exammat ion) by a clear owning and rehearſing whatever was truth jn t 
buſineſſe quaſhed the accuſation ; the wain reaſon that the Reader findes it 
not amonelt the other annexed depoſitions : A fate which I am ſure all the 
calunnics again(t us would have ſuftered, had we been allowed the equity to 
be preſent at the ſwearing of the witneſles, But left we ( whom they had de- 
ſtinied to rujne ) ſhould appear too innocent 'for their malice , they would 
not, after this, ſuffer any, deſigned to exile, to make a defence, but poſted on 
toa ſentence ; and if thepriſoner but ſpoke againſt it as range to be ſer- 
tenced and not heard, Marten and Noel would make it their admiration 
that they ſhould offer at a pleadiug zo guilty. And as theſe were firſt ir07- 
ed, and af:erward judged to hauedeſerved .it.( for therr better impunity who 
had ſo uſed them) ſo ene , whom they durſt not have let looſe after ſuch u- 
ſage, was before he appeared,aſlured of pardon, if he would but with filence 
accept it ; and when he came before them themſelves pleaded his innocence 
{ though the /eader to all the declarmed gwlt ) and aſſured their ready mer« 
cy; which diſcourſe when he received with a bow oxely, they render him as 
carrying himſelf with remorſe, ſubmiſſion, and civility, and therefore me. 
riting the;r moderation; while the others, for claimingan - ray ſhare in his 
znngecence, axeargued of impudence, and epitheted zncarrigible. 
.Declaration, 

Set. 8. I» the mean Maſhart, Jones, Will. Sanford , and their adhe- 
rents range to andagain by ftealth, corrupting and provokang the people 4- 
gainſt the authority ,; alledging there was no ſuch Proclamation from his 
Majeſty, and that there could be no power over then, 

Anſwer. 

Se, 8, Admit all this be true ( for as yet we finde no proof thereof) 
I cannot but »ow call it diſcretion to inform the people ( who were by the 
intended convention to hecome partzes) of the true ſtate of the qreſtion.Yer 
ſolittle was.I hitherts engaged in ths diſpate,that none of theſe in the leaſt 
conſulted me : for though 1 was ſatisfied that the General Aſſemblies pow- 
er was an uſurpation, yet I had no thoughts of oppoſing or forcibly remo- 
ving them ; and therefore within my ſelf condemned theſe ftrivings, not 
as criminal but indiſcreet, | 

| Declaration. ; 

Sect. 9. 1 was daily acquainted with all their motions, ations, and pro- 
jeftions, and could at any time have taken them by force but remitted it un- 
till the General Convention of the Free-holders, which upon ſerious advice 

. I had ſummoned as well as the General Aſſembly: who were to meet on the 
- 28, of Noyembcr, Anſwer, 


"that T was voic't the original of theſe tumults with defigne of making my 
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| Alviſwer. 
SeF.'9, Thu] readily believe, knowing it the grand complaint in that 
Colony that Ol:vers policies were daily praQtiſed, and no ſociety or ſcarce 
family found empty of an Informer or Trapanner : one 1ncitement to many 
hor ſpirits to ſpeak worſe then they thought, The wortt of flaveries! ſub- 
jeg the honour, fortune, and life of the ingenious to the mercy of knaves. 
and fools ; ſuchas by theſe veryprattices evidence theniſelves dead to alt 
ſenſe of honour and honeſty, Byamh, when he takes occaſion, a litle while 
afcer, to mention my letter, might.haye remembred that I condenined, and 
dehorted from theſe kind of ſubtilties, wheret y the :z»nocent and the gene- 
ro are more often enſnared then the more wary cr1minals, Bur I wondee 
what Law he hath found for ating by force ? he awſt take it from {ome 
new precedents of the /ate uſwrpers, forT am ſure our o{d /aw-diſapproves 
and puniſhes it, The ſer;2u- advice on which he ſummoned all the Free- 
holders to meet at one place I gueſſe to be this, he feared if he adm'tred the 
re,ular way [ of each diviſion chaſing their proper _ entatives | that 2- 
mong the few of hi own divifſon he ſhovid hardly finde votes enough for 
himſelf to be continued 9xe, and conſequently muſt deſpair of being gover- 
nour for that-year ;- -he would therefore rather venture his greatnefle on the 
more numerous chances of rhe multitude drawn into one body : for elſe, ir 
was Without precedent, and a ſoleciſm in reaſon too , ( eſpecially ar ſuch 
time a5] to avoid their unneceſsary trouble | was the main excuſe for taking 
away the peoples priviledges) to call all the inhabitants, __ many 
ſcores of miles, to oxe place, in a tumultuous. manner t9 confirm or renew 
their government, | 
l Declaration,” | 
Se. 10. At Lieutenant Col. Sanfords return of his party they enquere 
whether Maſhart and Jones are impriſoned, and gave out publickly had they 
Found them committed they ' would have torne the Priſon in pieces ; 
another ſwore he would break the-neck of the Colony , o+ his own neck,, in 
frxx moneths; another would kill the Marſhal , with other moſt impudent 
rants and mexaces of theſe-Rumbullion Heftors, 
eAnſwer: | 
Se, 10, When TIreturned it was told us-the Goyernour had-garriſon'd 
his houſe, kept parties in boats upon the river, m-dea 'S:dulous qu: for 
Aaſhart , Jones and my Brother , for whom agallows was nreparing , and 
Trons for divers other Gentlemen then in armes with m2, -They told us ' 


ſelf Governour (one of the many arrows which Byam and his Fartiſans had 
frequently ſhot to wourd-my repuation- with the people, and-render-me 


!effe : 


Fi 
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eſſe eligible into publick affaires , where my honeſty was moſt common 

irkſome, becauſe moſt conſtantly counter to their 4rferext pratiſes:) theſs 
reports kindled a flame in the Gentlemen with me ; who, prizing their li- 
berty and honour, were deeply afteRed with the menace of a Confinement 
proper to rogues : and being well ſatisfied in that point | that the Gover- 
nour &c, had us legal Power | they ſtuck not publickly to aſſert it , and that 


they could not, but as T reſpſers, aEt a violence againſt their perſons &c, 


And hence it isnot unlikely tut ſome might threaten to tear down the Pri. 
ſon, or kill the Marſhal, viz, If they ſhould either be ſhut up in the one , 
or ſeized by the other. And probable it is that in theſe heats (ook might 
ſay he would break_the (olony,inferring that others ſhould ſhare in the re- 
ze with which they meditated to deprefle h:m;for,verba ſemper accipienda 
ſunt 11 mitiort ſenſu, But admit theſe words were abſolute, without any cone 
dition 9r other excitement then the {peakers malice, they are at worlt but 
evidence of an endeavogr Without effett, And 'tis an Impudent begging 
the queſtion to call them ſeditious and rebellious ; for thoſe termes preſup- 
pole a /egal Anthority againſt whows this was uttered 3 and that was it.in 
diſpute,and ſhould not be taken for gramted,till conceded by the controyer- 
ters, convinced by force of arguments not armes, + But the ſworded man 
takes and leaves at hispleaſure, 
Declaration. > 
Set, 11, After this Lieutenant Col, Sanford ſends me an accompt of 
his vojage, admiring at the ſtrange diſſentions and rumours which be fount 
at his return, profeſſing his innocency and integrity which I really credited, 
But the report that I had ſummoned the whole Conntyey in , -and theſe 
male-contents deſpairing of compaſſing their aimes (obſerving the generali. 
ty of the Conntrey bent againſt them) they plotted afreſh :'for tnthis Tun- - 
ture of time arrived three ſhips from Guinea, two with Negroes under the 
commard of Captam Nicholas Sulke (who would d:ſpoſe none till he ſaw the 
Authoruy ſettled) the third belonging to Captain John Bonner , an empty 
veſſel who had been taken by the Dutch in Guinea, Theſe Deſperadoes #n- 
conſiderately meaſuring his condition by their own , thought him a proper 
Inſtrument for their purpoſe, & therefore ſent ard treated with him to 
fraight him for Jamaica, proffering him fifty thouſand ports of Sngar to © 
carry them , therr Negroes, and ſuch things as they ſhould bring aboard,off 
the Conntrey, Captain Bonner was attentive to their Propoſals, ti/* they 
rold him of ſtanding upon their guard, and defending what ſhould be recei- 
ved into bis ſhip ; to which in ſhort he told them he was not a perſon for 
their un, they were miſtaken in him, that he never did nor ever would 
ſell any Port , that without the Governonrs order he would carry none off , 


f 


- 
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if that were bronght he would readily ſerve them &c; but by the by, fifty 
thouſand pounds of Sugar was more by fifty tines then the  treaters with 


bim were.worth, 


Anſwer. 

Sef. 11. Though I-found- my ſelf not exempted the liſt of Delinquenty, 
2nd well knew from former experience-that Byaws wanted onely occaſion, 
not malice t5 proſecute me with an exemplar ſeyerity ; yet would'I not pre- 
ſently unfix thoſe reſolutions of :#differency and moderation, which in this 
preſent diſpute'I had put on, - Having therefore milded thoſe paſſions which 
theſe rumours had raiſed in the Gentlemen of by party , I perſwaded them 
x, To diſcredit thoſe improbable repons.-2. with a-ſtill patience toattend 


the deſigned convention of the people. ( where I'doubred not EO 
o dil- 


allthings by a moderate debateand nutual condeſcention.) and'3, To dif= , 
band and retire to their ſeveral -homes, Succeſsfull in th , *I laboured the 
like wich Byams ; and after I had given hin an accompt of my voyage, I 
recounted the yarious reports which alarm'd us at our return, The 1nxocexce 
1 profeſſed was this, 1. That I had no aimsat the government; for the eruch 
of which I atteſted heaven; and defired him, when all the Free-holders mer, 
to examine them ſingly upon oath whether eyer'T had 'made any 'kinde of 
attempts on any one of .them for thezr votes : and for-his further ſecnricyT.._ 
6ftered to became obliged by all Bonds, religious or civil, neyer to accept it 
though thereunto courted by the united Colony. 2. I affured him that 1 ne- 
ver promoted the preſent diſputes made axpink the authority,and was hearti= 
ly ſorry that they were begun, But withall he may remember that 3, I told 
him I was ever perſwaded that if any durft queſtion the powers legality he 
wallld be by reaſon unanſwerable : and therefore I entreated him,” fince 
matters were in the preſent Fate, to proceed by-moderare juſtifiable ways, 
and not ſo as he had +6 with Fones, in which T could not abet himſalvs 
virtute & juftitia, 4.'T blamed the yiolent counſels of Martex; who offer- 
ed himſelf the Hangman of any attheGovernours ſingle commandzof F} 

Who adviſed and threatned to nipthem in the bud ; and of Ferrs, to hold 
their noſes to the grind-ſtone : wenaces fitter to frighten the Colony initoe 
diſſolution , then to work, a conſolidation, Much of this letter may a 


from Byams anſwer which I can produce, If now by what he ſaith of my, 


profeſſions of innocency , he' would have the world belicye that. I did pro- 


- feſle my (elfclearly and abſolutely of his party , approving all his ations, 


my own Letter ,-1f he dare ſhew it , will contradi& him: and let both our 
furure actions be compared With our Letters, 1t will appear, / was conſtant 
in my perſwaſions, and eſteem of Tuſtice, while he varied his reſolutions and 
brake his word, 1 S064 5s 
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But it's ftranoe that thofe whom he calls Deſperadoes ſhould enter upow 
2 treatment with Bonner, needy and empty, to do God knows what ; 5 
at the ſametime-Sulke; fam'd rich in gold, full of Negroes, weak for op- 
polition, diſfraſtleſs of (uch-attemprs , gave all the invitations to needy men 
to Caſt conſcience and danger at their backs in his ſurprize : whatever the 
defigne was which they would haye drawn Boner to, it ſeems it had peril 
in it, and muſt by force haye been defended ; and ſomight ſuch an attempt 
on Sulke haye been :: nor can any thing be objected” to this ation, which 
would not haye equally ſorted to ther, how comes it that rhis is here 
mentioned as x plot of us Exiles, and nothing thereof charged to us.at, our 
reckoning 2? In all the Depofirions I finde not one ſyllable of this, (nor in- 
deed ever heard of it before TI'ſaw this his Declaration in England ) and 
therefore am ready. to think, if any ſuch thing were in agitation , it was 
fome engine of Byams ; which (though ir failed of drawing incogſiderate 
perſons int» the aCtion , yet) might at leaſt give fore ſuſpition of a Plot :: 
(and to be ſaſpefted, vich ther was to be guilty.) An art not unuſed eves 
there: And poffibly had he brought the «ccafarron into publick while we 
were prefent, che miftery of iniquity had been diſcovered. However, Bon 
ner is now here, and'doth not accuſe. «s that were ſent off with this matter ; 
If ſach treaters were , *tis molt Iikely they are kept behinde , as: fitter for 
Byams uſe then omr company. 
Bur'what hf we think thisnew ptot to be ? at firſt ſight ir looks like the 
e 


attempts of tho | 
of his eminent aſſeſſors may be ſuſpeKed rather then we:(and indeed his.con. 


eluding mark beſt ſuits with ſome of them.) Arplaineſt', it isa running: 
«away: from the countrey , not a ſtaying #2 it ,, working its confuſion by 4 
disjornting of the Authority, wich which be taxeth vs a lictle before: but the * 


Gentleman'is gotten into wood of plots, and being loft in. the mazes of his 


own invention, he untreads his former fleps, and wants. 4 thread of truth 


w 2uide him our, . | 
Yer grant him all this likewiſe 3 T woutd fain have him ſatisfie vs what 


Haw't isthat punitheth [rh#s peculiar endeavonr] with trial by an arbitrary 
military court , and a cenſure of irons, five, and baniſhment ? the thoughts - 


of the heart not reduced intopraQtiſe, though neyer {o evident, are not Cl. 
diQtable, except in that onely caſe of i21ag:niug the Kings death, which the 


the Statute hath made Treaſon, And ſuppoſe bare: endeavours were penal, 


' Fave not yet found any repeal of that ſacred ſanftion in Magna Charta 
[ no freeman ſhall be taken , impriſoned, diſſeiſ:d, ontlaw'd, exiled, or 9- 
therwiſe deſtroyed or condemned without- tryal by his Peers or the La”. 
Whence alſo had-they their Commiſſion for erecting a-Martial Court 7 (! 


* 


that are weary of their creditours company, and then ſome: . 


we-- 


= 
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we Thould grant them the Proclamation) Both King und Parliament 
have expreſly ſaid that no ſuth Commiſſions ſhall hereafter iſſne forth; I 
dare promiſe that the Amthowrs both for their raling,and thus ruling will 
upon enquiry be found onely themſefves © 
Declaration, | 
Sef. 12, This projet failing, they attempt a ſecond, viz, the ſurpri- 


al of a ſmall Shallop of ten T uns, belonging in part to Cryn Jacobſon « 
Dutchman, who came from fiſhing with ſome Fiſh and Manatee, T his 


Cryn lived here before the Engliſh ſettled, & hath ſubmitted unto, lived 


.under, the Engliſh Government ; by the Att of the Countrey was made 
Free, hath been a very great help to our ſettlement, is partner both in 


Shallop and Plantation with an Engliſh-man, and employed hns V eff el on- 
1y in fiſhing for the good of the Colony, But the ſeizing this Veſſel as # 
Prize for his e Majeſty they deſigned 4s a mack, and arm and congregate 
themſelves againſt his Majeſties Power gwhich their own confeſhon doth 
manifeſt, On the 23. of Novemb. Captain Thomas Crook (an old Soldier, 


fitter to execute than contrive) with Captain George Straunge, My, Mi- 
| Chael Maſhart, Hr. Rowland Bulkley, Mr. Thomas Archer and others, 


entred this Shallop, having two Men and a Boy aboard her, Crook in the 


firſt place burns one of the Sea-men 1n the breaft with a light Match, to 


extort a confeſſion where the Ammunition lay,which he diſcovered : in the 
next place he poptend their Cheſts, and droided what he found amongſÞ , 
his Officers whith he bad made. Captain Sex was ſent abroad to pro- 
enre what men,arms, ammunition he cowl. poſſible ; «bout ſrven pounds 
ately ſent aboard\ with his 

egroes, and 1n the mght followed with Myr, Willam Needham, ©fr. 
William Sanford, Mr. Peter Fabian armed - «And when they had fixed 
.and charged their arms, Crook-vannted. [now we are readyto talk with 
the Governour, | | x 
' Anſwer, | l 

Sea. 12, Doloſus verſatar in Generalibus, and though Byans cannot 
define whar the evil of taking this Shallop is, yer jt muſt be a ref ar ions pro- 
Jett, the proſecuting of a wicked defign, ſo boyrid, that his mouth is fillet 
with the-yery name of it, and cannog ounce ſt thing. But becauſe he 
ſeems to bear a lofſe to determine what ends fix or ſeyen unarmed nitn 
could haye,in publickly ſeizing a ſmall Shallop of inconfiderableyalue,-up 
in the heart of the Riyer., and there remaining with the polſeſſion of her; | 
T will undeceive the world with the whole tory :of thataRion, which 
Byam portions out (as he doth oor words alſo) by ſuth pieces as beft fize 
-with .his, purpoſe, Thoſe Gentlemen then = named, were 1n — 
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witttMr. #/0th ; (whom I wonder ſhould be left out, being the r:1g-/cad- 
'er in thisaQtion to the reſt) their diſcourſe was of what was then the com- 


mon talk, the preſent:diſputes againſt the Government, and what beſt . 


courfe might be taken to-make Byam {ſhew authority for his continuing 


Governour, Wroth hereupon adviſeth to ſeize this Veſſel (whoſe owners - 


and Sailers were Patch, and who unluckily lay in their Eye) as a prize 
to his Majeſty, A.Court, ſaich he, muſt be called to try.the King's Trele, 
we will plead to the Jariſdiftion of. that Court, ,and thereby draw Byam 
either-to. ſhew the Proclamation he boaſts of, or elſe to confefls himſelf tg 
have no ſuch thing. The Council was. approved, and in the poſture they 
were,(which was without all kir.d of furniture for any.other deſign)chey go 
aboard this Boat, take her as his Majeſtics prize, pur rwo of the Sea-men 
aſhore, and one they.let remain aboard to ſec that nothing. be Embezeled, 
Captain Straunge 15 deſired to acquaint my Brother (dwelling hard by) 
with this ation, that he might go and conſult with Mr, FWreth about ma< 
naging the intended Plea, becaule he had ſeen the late CMC of Parliament 
concerning Trade, on which they purpoſedrto proſecute this Veſſel, and jus 
ſtifie their ſeizure : this was the occaſion of my Brother's comming to*them, 
armed only with his Sword, whoſate awhile on the fide of the Shallop, en- 
tertaining diſcourſcs with Mr. Froth, & then returned home, Srraunge-in 
this mean while goes to Crooks and hisown houſe, & fetches thence two or 
three Carbines and a Piſtol,& ſome ſmall-ammunirior.; rather to ſecure the 
prize from. a being re-taken,by the owners, & themſe{ues from a being ridi- 
culouſly cudgelled out of het by the Sea-men, then with any hopes with ſo 
ſmall a force to oppoſe Byam & the generality of the Colony,which(as him. 
elf Caith a little before) themſelves.had . obſerved to be bent againſt them, 
Afcer this Straunge returns,accompanied with Needheus and Fabian, who 
co-habited in the ſame houſe with him... M. #roth had this day appointed 
Banifter to come and receive ſome Coppers which he had ſold him, and 
fearing leaſt BaniFer ſhould paſſe by unſcen and miſle of him, it was con- 
cluded to hale all Boats.that came up with the-Flood, which they didtill 
they found BariFer, with whom Mr. Wroth went home, Mr. Maſhart 
returned alſo aſhore again, - it. being reſolved upon, to leaye.no more a- 
beard the Shallop chan mighr ſerve to keep the pollclſion of her, As tothe 
other Bug-bear a&tians and ſpeeches, I ſhall rake occaſton to. ſpeak to them 
when I examine-the Depoſitions, . | 
All thisI learned from Mr Froth and .my: Brother, at ſuch time as their 
viſits were permitted ; for as yet. I had not intermingled with any thing 
they call Sed:tion, And herenow the Reader hatha cleer yiew of this aRti> 
on, and the very inſide of it ; let him compare this Relation. with the an. 
| | nexed.. 
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nexed Teſtimonies, and trace it with the- ſevereſt ſcrutiny of reaſon, if he* 
cara find a worſe, or othet intention in it than what is heredeclared, But 
ſay they had worſe intentions, they were ineffeCtuall ; and had they had a. 
full and miſchievous effeR,T doe not yet find that Byams and his accom-- 
plices could legally judge .cither a&tions-or intentions. . If it be (aid, that. 
then none could, .and conſequently the Colony was in; a miſerable conditi--- 
on FT grant that to, but faxlt-none burByam-and his Partiſans for. 
drawing on-that miſery... | | 
But what would 5 yam inferre from the enumeration of alh theſe argy-" 
ments in behalf of Cry, ? that his Shallop was no Prize ? alaſs! that is not. 
the Diſpuce, bur wherher ſhe might without a horrid crime be (cized as a - 
Priz2or not ; and. whether, being ſeized, his Majeſty ought not to haye 
had a legal cryal for her ? Had B ou called a legal,or only a formal Court, 
to take judicial cognizance of this caſe, he,would-not haye been much pur 
to ix for arguments to defend (75s title ; for the. ſeizer5-purpoled not to 
urge that point ſo ſeverely to hs prejudice, after they had been 'ence con< 
vinced of the ({purts. Anthority and Furiſdiftion: and this way. appear 
from what is wizneſſcd-that Crook ſhould ſay : [/ value not-my-part eh 
prize at-a pipe of Tobacco,'tis another buſineſse we are come about concern. - 
ing the Countrey, and the chuſing 4 new Governonr.] 
Declaration... "OR 
Seft. 13. Tye rebellious abts of Felony and hoſtility were wo ſooner * 
committed, but | had. immediately advice thereof, (though at that time! 
five leagues from them) as alſo of their intentzons 'to by Arg force poſ- 


ible they - could, to guard the River, and keey Boats from paſſing to the 


meeting (which was to be about four dayes. after) to ſeize my Perſon, to-' 


whring all things ints confuſion, the better to: compaſſe their ends, Whereup- * 


on, ſeriouſly conſidering the danger of delays, I forthmith commanded Ser. _ 
jeant Major Gco, Uſher with a Periago man'dgvith rift orders, if poſſi- -- 


ble, to regain the Shalloppeaceably, if not, by force : and at the ſame time 


I raiſed all the upper parts of the Countrey and. followed to his afſiftavce... 
But in my by { encountered my Major returning, who gave me this ac- 
compt 3 that he found twelve men in armes. aboard, that they required him - 


Fo keep off-from.the. Veſſel, being all in a: warlike poſtare ; that he com- 


manded them in-his' Majeſties name from. me to deliver up"the- Veſſel, 
which they refuſed ; that he ſurrounded her ſeveral times; and told them 
he would permit noxe to-come aſhure from her, or g» aboard to hey ; that 


they, fearing my{udden approach ta re-inforce him, after ſome debate ſur- 


rendred her up;; that they were. gone . to Calliapoory with their arms and*+ 


Surinam  Tuffice. 
| | | Anſwer, 
SeR, x 3. By' the Epithets he gives to this lawfult and juſtifiable a&tion, 
© may be ſeen, how far every of Byams accuſations is to be credited without 


examination *'Burto the point, I will believe be Afercury's nimble enough, . 
& affirm ſome of them rodg.on,the wings of the «re,the aire T mean,of by . 


own faney ; & thoſe were they that brought bim the immediate imtelligence 
of theſe Gentlemens z»tent10ns,8 were'I ſuppoſe the ſame that brought the 


former advice of his Majeities Proclamation, And becauſe the Gentle- 


. man youchſafes to come forth of his cloud of Generals, and expoſe himſelf 
to view, We will a while ſwrvey him. And firſt, what ends ſhould theſe 
men have in endeayouring to guard the Riyer, and keep Boats from paſſing 
to the meeting, ſince themſelves waited for that meeting > Is it likely that 
any men in their wits ſhonld ſeize a heavy Shallop, unable to moye, (had 
ſhe been unmor'd, which ſhe never was) but as ated by the ſtream; or 2 
chanceable wind,with her to r'ally-what poſſible force to guard the River? 
From what quarter too ſhould they ferch theſe forces'? the whole Colony 
are ſaid to be againſt them, If they had hopes for ſuch intents, they were 


themſelves Maſters of Periagoes ſuſceptible of” ten times the force, with. 


which they could haye moyed into all quarters with an a1vity and ter- 
rogr requiſite to ſucha defign, and have ſeized Byams perſon (or attempt- 


ed at leaſt) at home in. his own houſe , and not ridiculouſly haye ſent him Þ 


an alarms four and twenty hours before, and waired his comming art their 
 fation five leagues diftance, with hopes then to take him whe y he centu- 

led their ſtxengch, and had coopt them up wichin their wooden walls, 1 
wonder he had nct contrived their plot for them tha, that they determi. 
| to have Byam come aboard to them, and deliver himſelf up : or tha, that 


they were reſolyed that þ# ſhould call none to his guard but who were og 


therr faftion, and ſhould berray him unto-them-: for the manner which 
they:uſed in carrying on this deſign which he chargeth them with, points 
at ſome ſuch ffrange hope, or eHe (which is the more likely truth) they had 
indeed vo ſuch purpoſe at all. But how comes the here to ſay, rhey 
would keep Boats from the meeting, both when the fxth part of the Coun. 
rrey were. not to paſſe that way, and when 'in the Depoſitions (ro which 
he gives ſuch uncontroyertiLle credit) Crook. is accuſed himſeif to purpoſe 
repair to the meeting, to try Whether they would make the Shallop a Prize 
or not? How is ittoo, that even now they were preſented as rwnning 4- 
way, and, having gotten wings, they fix themſclves into afanding guard." | 
h where #ſher' is known there be no- great credic given to his 
' words or oaths;and though he here commit a great miſtake in rdling twelve 


werity 


b 


for ſever, (fear frequently nultiplics the object) yet we will not diſpute the Þ 
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verity of his relation to his Patroon;but onely affirm, that'they that had ta- 
ken the Prize were before determined te deliver her up' to Byams order up- 
pon the firſt ſummons; (the reaſon that ſeveral were already gone from her) 


Crook_onely , with a ſouldiers bravery ,- was defirous to try whither Byazs ,. 
orany by his command.,. duſt a&t hoſtility againſt them that declared . 


themſelves $9 ſtand there in defence of his Majeſtics Shallop: and upon #het 


ſeore it, was that he ſaid when he charged the guns (not $ #ow we are ready” ' 
to talk with the Governoar | but, as in- the Depoſitions) now I wiſh the Go. * 
Teruour would come and ſpeak with us. In purſuance of this comnce/alſo 
was the ſhallop firlt refuſed to #ſher ; they onely waiting the effeQts of his-- 
braving rounds : nor did they at laſt deliver her for fear of Byanss .re-in-. 
forceneent (of which there was great need ,.indecd, again(t ſeaven- men and 
a long-boat). for ſome'of: them were reſolyed te try him tonas wellas bu 
Aga ; but others (fearing they ſhould not make ſo cleayand evident; @ jufti- 
fication of the harmleſſeneſs of this ation , by their yoluntary ſurrender of 
the ſhallop, if they deterred it till Bywas approach , when they might ſeem 
rather inforc't to 1t) purſued the forwer conncel z arid, atfoon # Her was 
gone ſhore , followed him and deliveree up the veſſel to him; taking his” 
had awd faith chat ſhe ſhould remain innotionof a prize till a gal court-- 
word determined the queſtion. * | 
} Declaration. bk 

Se. 14; The Comntrey being up and very unwilling to xatire bone tilt 
theſe diſturbers of their peace mere ſecured, earneftiy d efired ( to which 4 
as readily condeſcended ) that theſe enemies 10 0ur King and} ountrey”” 
might be ſpeedily apprehended ;' mhich in honour and duty] was bound t0-' 
ſee performed, had it not been ſo ſeriouſly requeFted. : And thertfore that 
wght I ſent Captain Augultine Story with a party of fire- locks, wha found 
moſh of this ſeditions gang together ; whons be diſarnatd aud brought | 
as alſo their arms and ammunition: theſt( wth ſome athey of the'con 
racy whom [ had ſurprized 4 little before )-1 committed. whder a guard vill 
the meeting of the General Aſſembly, which was to be about four day of<- 
ter, The next day] writ a very civil letter to Lieutenant” Collonel Sanford* 
( who was of my conneil ) adviſing hins of all occurrences and tranſevbions,, - 
and deſired his company and advice in theſe diſbe mers : but hogherug wet« 
Hed that his complices wtre under reſtr aint, inſtead of obſerving my orders 
repairs immediately ts thems, and firit commanded. Capt ain' ( mho-' 
had then command of the guard ) to laxdown his armes 340 whons'he-muder = 
anſwer that he could not do it without my? order 3" Sanford ſaid he was hit 


| Superior Officer,and therefore he ought te ebey:hinay/ Noxy reſorted that he 


was placed there byhim that was Superiaur te thienw/bet : whreapen Sv: 
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ford flies to the howſe where the priſoners were , commanded them all forth 
-and told them if they had conrags-they ſhould follow him and he would 
\FFand by them with his life and fortunes, But Captain Story ( 4 gentle. 
; 141 not to be bafled) cauſed them to retire, aud preſently adviſed me of the 
impudent paſſages of this inſolent and imprrious perſon, Haſtening to the 
guard 1 found all quiet ,and told Sanford I admired at what he had done , 
who anſwered that it was agarni## law 1n time of peace to keep any under 
reſtraint by force of armes ; to whom I replyed, that if in time of peace men 
aſſumed armes againft the Authority , it was lawfmll and requiſite to ap- 
 *prebend ſuch by force of armes , and ow them with armes till they came 
-t0 atryal , and withall I charged him as 4 traitour and an enemy to our 
> ſoveraiertLord the King , and committed þ1m to the reſt of the conſpiracy : 
-where he vomited ſuch pickled language from the brine of his paſſion as ex. 
-ceeded the Rhctorick of Belinsgate ; which cauſed me to remove him, from 
4 convenient quarter, to aboard the Shallop - where the continuance of the 
:{carrility of ” tongue enforced me (through the Complaint of ſeveral ) to 
"leny hum the ſociety of any (for a time ) except his wife. 
; Anſwer 


_ 'Seft, 14, I belicye his excitementsfrom the Conntrey ( who he ſays de- 
fired this ) will, upon ſcarch, be found as lender as the - concernments of hy. 
»oar and duty which impulſed him to the following diſhonoxrable, nnju#t, 
; and malicious proſecutions. But becauſe he tells the manner of his ſeizing 
us-with too much adyantageto himſelf, J-ſhall give the Reader a more pun 
- *Qtualaccount of it, On Sunday the 24. of November towards night Byam 
Thoves downward, and in the way meets Mr, Maſhart going home, whem 
he cauſeth his ſouldiers'to'layhold on: and keep priſoner, The night was 
come on before he.came ſo low-as my Brothers, and a party is commanded 
to beſet his chamber and take him, which they did, finding him alone arid 
, abed : thence he ſends Uſher to Collonel Elyes ( who knowing nothing of 
Fe the Shallop, had nocrime but hoſpitality, and denying to declare the quan=- 
F  - tity of his land)he findes him aſleep alſo, and without compMny ( ſave thiſe 
of his family ) yet leads him away priſoner, 'Story marches ro Mr, Wroths 
( whether the * buns that had ſurrendred the prize were recired , -till 
Sunday, on which our law interdiCted traydlling,were over) findes the reft, 
Þ that Byam bent againſt;there, but aſleep; he-wakens and acquaints them 
2 with the Goyernours orders, towh:ch they readily yielded themſclyes. The 
ſouldiers hunted for arms and ammunition every where, but found none bar 
what xecefſity-and the aw warranted and-atowed ; which yet they carried 
away, morefelonionſly then the others ſeized the Shallop, Byams that night 
Kndsaway #ſper to raiſethe lower diviſiensalſo-info arts, — 
- | { 
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- the General Aſcembly were either byaſſed by intereſt, or elſe rake 
..and reaſon too, and had therefore ſuch dread and eſteem of thoſe 


forthcoming toa legal tryal, I affaulted him with commands as his iper 
-acy courage lefr, to follow me, and I would lead chem through the 


day before day I was rouzed by a me, from the priſoners , who gave 
me 2 particular relation of all our proceedings, and that (from fome words 
of tſhers ) they were affured that it was decreed to try them by a Court of 


"Warzin which Maſhartrand my Brother, at fewef?, would be condemned 


to death, This was the firſt.knowledgeT had of theſe paſſages; and ler it 
not ſeem ſtrange that T was tranſported with the apprehenſion of the dan-' 
ger a Brother and friend were in, whom I knew guiltleſſe even as to bonds.” 
This news is ſeconded with Byams letter , aggravating their fat with 
ſwelling words, and menacing a puniſhment conform to his prejudice, I had 
preſently a thouſand diverfitiesof —_ 25. tending to ſecure theſe inno= 
cents from Byams homeſt blows. 7 had frequently experimented in Joey's 
caſe and others, that oplea, no ſhewing of law, would preyail with Byans 
and Marten to alter their determination of arbitrarily proces OO 
fuch 2s they had defigned the examples of their revenge; andall t 


two", 
they durſt not preſume to think contrariant to their ſentence, In my « 


% 


. cation, therefore I had no hopes to ſtead them, though the ſecond in-antho=" +". * 
rity both civil and martial, Yet the danger that threatned them was. of © 
that kynde, that I durſt nor hazard them to the ſufferance of it. What did 
therefore offer it ſelf moſt preſently to my fancy I reſolyed to puttin; exerue.” 
f Yand that was, lefore By. + 
. e985 Whole ſtrength was come together, to make tryal of my poweras a wx L 
oiſtrate, thereby, and with that intereft T had in the. command of the ſoul- : 
. diers, to remove the priſoners from under their | Es reſtraint to a place 


rion. ( having but little d:ſconrſing tive left me 


remote from the reach of Byams fury, at which diſtance we might content 


wich che « beitial weapons, 4rgwments and reaſon, and capitulate for ole 


return and ſafery, The preſcnt freight affairs were in might urge to « Zef# 
ponderated attempt, raſhneſs being often more excuſable in ſuch contingen- 
cies, than dull coldneſs, and more frequently crowned in the event, When 


came therefore to the Guards, aud found Story deaf t1 my defires of en-. 


ruſting his charge tome, and regardlefle of my promiſes to have them 


10ur 
officer, and finding ſhews of refiſtance, T bade the priſoners, if they had yer 
| | ds. 
\ . But ſome of themſelves( overruledT ſuppoſe by their fears) defired me 
fiiſt ro fend and ſpeak with Byam ; . which Tunleckily (not without Pro- 
£roſticks of my felr-ſufferings ) aſſented to. Thus fear of niy friends dan- 


_£*r made me fearleſs of my owy, and for onely labouring to preſerye 1n#s= 
| D 
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cence from an unjuſt violenc?, and the /aws ( to which I was ſyvorn )frem- 


a forcible fgbyerſion, I mult fall under the infamy of ere aſo., more rightly 
due to them that afted the perſecution from which I was fly/ng, For when 
Byam landed, he 2nd Noel charged meas a Traytour tohis Majeſty, boaſt- 
ing that [ this was it he had along. time aimed at,) I made i Spe" pre-- 
ſen:ly for Ergland,where ( L.told him) Treaſon was onely to be tryed; but 
he ſaid | I ſhould finde he would try, m: thzre| : to which I anſwered, mur- 
ther me ha might, tral it could not be called ; and rimming to the people, 
T told them that that man in the white doublet (pointing to Byam ) had no. 
power, and thetefore could not juſtific them for aberting thoſe illegalirics a- 
eainſt vs. And whatever the law ſhould determine his crime to be, when he 
hed finiſhed his purpoſe on us,. whether treaſon or murther, they were all- 
ouilty of the ſame for ſtanding by ane comforting him therein: And this 
was. the Belinsgate-language wherewith he chargeth me ; and for ſuch 
kinde of d,ſcourie I was afterward confined aboard thatfaral Shallop, where, 
when I ſhewed-to ſeyeral ſtrangers, viſiters, the laſt Commiſſion Byam had. 
from the. Delegates, and how long fince his power was determined , {ſhy 
was {cnt aboard, commanded my company and papers away, and ni to he, 
kept in the ſinking cloſe hold of the. Shallop,where none was to ſee or ſpeak. 
with me : nor-would they ſuffer me to keep the atutes of England, bur, 
took themaway alſo and carried them to Byam. 

But grant that I railed-in the [410m of an oyſter-wench,ir can be at worſt, 
butan incivility; and ſuch a kinde of :#drſcretion in me, as itis in that per- 
ſon, who,over-cholerick at his /oſs, cc. rails at the robbers while he is yer 


in their power ; the world by a common irony may ſay|[ he deſerved the ill, 


ſag: he ſuffered for having leſs moderation at ſuch a time | \ut I think 
none will conclude the i»flit:ons of the robbers, juſtice ; nor will it bc ex-. 
cuſe for them when'they come to the Bar to ſay, we bound and gagged him. 
becauſe he ſhould not proclaim onr theft aud call in defence. 
Declaration. 

Se&. 15. On the 28, of November, the General Aſſembly-being ſate, 1" 
ſent for Collonel Chriſtopher Legard,Captarn Charls Lind and Captain. 
Nicholas Sulke, who were in England at the happy revolution;and did there 


declare and aver that they had ſeen and heard his Majeſties Proclamation. © 


for the continuance of all Governours, Magift rates, &c, [then cauſed all 
the inhabitants then preſent to be drawn up, to whom I declar'd the cauſe of 
their comvention,the authours of our diſturbances,the drift of their deſigns, 
their rebellions, Fellimions , and moſt impudent attings, and Gods mercy in 
our preſervation, T he people being all well ſatisfied, I ſent for the priſoners 
one by one before the unit:d authority of the Colony.; where-their charges 
| - and. 


- 


And'yet ſee here Byams confeſſion for rhws proceeding againſt us, Norcan 
| D 2 | 
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and-impeachments were read, evidence viva voce of the words 1and ations; 
which the annexed depoſitions will at large declare, And according totherr 
crimes and qualities were cenſured, ſome to depart the Colony, ad not to re- 
turn in five years, others to depart and were fined . others were fined and mot 
ſent off : but one as deep as the reſt carrying bimſelf with romarſe ſul ſ- 

fon and civility, obtained a more-moder ate cenſure, | 

Anſwer, 

Se, 15. There is a ſort of men in the world that will /4y more in their 
friends behalf then they will ſmear, and ſuch Byams hath got to prove the 
publiſhing of a Royal Proclamation,which I cannot hear x. 9g in Eng- 
land ſay he ever heard or ſaw. But it is ſomewhat ſtrange that Zyamand 
Marten ſhould, not above a year before, themſelves form and concrive an 
At for the General Aſſembly to paſs, wherein it was ordained, Thet the 
conſtitution of the Delegates ſhould not be altered though a: (omiſſion canse 
from the ſovereign power for t he government or propriety untill we had firſt 
ſent home to acquaint the power with the inconvemencies of adnutting 4 
change of rule , and obtained an anſwer ; And that now uponua hear-ſay 
( nay ſome nroneths before thathear-ſay arrived)chey ſhould be the leadi 
men to change ts eftabliſhed form, But every man is neareſtto himſelf; 
and Marten, beſides, is ſo famous in nothing as his variety of comncelr:2nd 
it ſcems the whole bulk of Government mult dance to the changes of his 
brain, 

'Yet, how ſlender ſoever this. proof was of a thing of - that nature , it was 
ſufficient (and /eſs would have been ſoin a matter that Byam would chat ic . 
ſhomld be ) to cauſe this General Aſſembly ( as they call themſclycs goon 
before ary of us were called before them, to ſentence the diſputes to rhe an- 
thority as a trayterous and rebellious oppoſing his Majeſties power, and the 
taking the Shallop ( without ever examining any reaſons ) as-4 felohions- 
a: ſo that when we were brought to the Tribunal , it was t9 judgement, 
not totryal, and accordingly we no ſooner appeared .tharreceived-their 
condemnation, | | 

"Now, though ( be it true that theſe men heard ſuch a Proclamation ) 1 
will not determine how farſuch Royal Edidts exaGt cheir obedience wichin 
whoſe preciufts they never came to be publiſhed; yer, this [ dare aver, that 
there was never any command from his Majeſty that any free-man ſhould 
be taken, diſſeized, and exiled without eb his Peers and the Law, 
Nordid the K:zg authorize any to be Judges in their own cauſe ; or ever 
grant Commiſſias to Byam to proceed againſt his Majeſties ſubje&ts by 4 
martial court and way , contrary to the laws and franchiſes of the land: 


they 
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they deny thi by tiling themſelves rhe ameed authority; for grant their au- 
thotity /awfall , ir cannot deprive us of our Magna ("harta Priviledges, 
Let Brailfhaw declaim with a voice of thunder , and face of braſs that his 


Cort is founded 9» the higheſ# authority , yer nothing bur an arasy can * 


draw an horeſt mans ſilent afient. 

 { cannotlets wonder at the diverſities of judgements on one and the ſame 
fact; had the law appointed the penalty it could not have been ſo ftrangely 
different,nor the Tudge ( if ſworn to obſerve that law ) have dared to diſ- 
penſe it in a various manner, Hence it is evident,their judgement, if by law, 


was by adrverſe and uncertain law, and, ubi lex aut vaga Aut incerta mie -- 


ferrima et ſervitns, 
Declaration. 


Se&. 16. The laſt that came before authority was Lieutenant Collonel 
Sanford, who ,) though he brought up the Rear was the head of the faCtion, 
'The fir# word that proceeded out of his mouth was che lye, which he ſecov. 
ded with moſt input 
remanded hing to priſon to be ſecured 1n irons, and afterwards fined in five 
thouſand ponnds of ſugar, and to be ſent off is the firſt ſhip bound for Eng. 
land, which was ht deſire, - 

eAnſwer.: 


SeF, 16..Iris accompred a dangerous birth where the feer come formoſ}, .. 
and certainly, if / were the bead. of this ſedition ( as they call it ) the chief ' 


reaſon of its miſcarriage was my appearing /aft in the aCtron, 
The firſt word that proceeded our of my mouth was a trmh', and that I 


ſeconded by others as great truths : but when my arguments grew of force - 


I-was filenced, And though this General Anſwer might ſerve well enough 


to his general criminations ( (uch kinde of Returns having been often ad. - 
Jadged 1#ſuſſicient, it being a Rule that Generale nil certs inoplicat ;_ and 


therefore the law requires and injoyns certainty ) yet] will be more parti- 

ewtar ( 2 curiofity which Zyan hath no good ſucceſſe in, and therefore 

cunningly declines it ) :and. tell: the . workd the whole manner of my 
yall. * | 


- Being guarded up to the judgement-ſeat inthe night through lanes of 
ſouldiers, Byams reads to me ſome depoſitions containing the manner of 
attempting a reſcoxs on the priſoners: ' the witnefſcs had not front emo 
to zppear; and therefore /muſt credit Byams (though no ſworn Magiftrate, 

. and my. enemy } that they had made ſuch eath, Whenhe came to thoſe 


words; that 7 ſhould ſay to the priſoners [ 1 will aſſift you with my life and- 


fortunes | I faid, that was a ye whoever {wore it, And ſo it was, for [ne- 
yer ſaid fo; nor need / diſown it if I had ſpoke it , it being no crime for me 


ro 


ent railing againſt the General Aſſembly: whereupon I” 


I 
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rodeclare a readineſſe of expoſing life and fortunes for the proteRtion of in- 
nocence from a- violent oppreſſion, Bur to proceed; A ſilence expetting it, I | 
ſpake theſe very and ovely words; I ſee here ſo few formalities of a legal 

ourt,that / ſhall uſe as few in confeſſing or denying whar 1 Rand accuſed 
of : nor can [ expeCt a very equal proceeding, finding thoſe fit as my Judg- 
eewho are my accaſers ; whom it concerns asmuch that / be gmlty , as it 
concerns me to be not guilty, You Sir ( to Bynm ) and Major Noel there, 
arreſted mefor High Treaſon, you ought to proſecate, not to jadge me, 

Byam replies; We did not arreſt you for High Treaſon, but as a 7 raytar 
to his Majeſty; and it was for oppoling the authority of the Countrey, 

I rejoyned; [ oppoſed no /awfwll axthority,] endeavoured indeed to per- 
ſwade away 4s illegall force and the oppreſsions of vielencr;At which Byan- 
ina fury commanded the Maiſhal to take me away , and lay me aboard in- 
irons, - 

Then turning from them I ſaid; This I expeRted; FT ſee the formalities of 
Olivers High'Comrt of injuſtice, but not of any'/egat Corr: my accuſation 
is Treaſon, not tryable by the /aws, but in England, By 4 bg! 

Byam repeated it; We did not accuſe you of Treaſan , but as 4 Triy- 
tour. | WR lth 

I then anſwered; How I can be aTrajtour without a guilt of Treaſon 1$- 
a riddle which 7 hope you will reſolye one day, And ſo was guarded away, 
Matten giving his vote to hang me up at the window, And cheſt, Reader, 
are the 1mpadent ra:/ings for which this ſtrange ſentence, pailed on me z-- 
which / received not till abou rer-dayes after by the hands of the- Secre-- 
Fare... 

And that it may yct more clearly appear it was private anmoſities , not 
any deſigns of ours againſt "the abc that yt on this puni ; ; 
Marten about this time was heard to ſay{ Had Sparrow asd beew 
now alive, they muſt have gone the [ame way: but,God- be thankgd,," the 
Conntrey is are ay well purged from them all one way or other, | Theſe 
two were dead before there was any occaſion for the preſent diſpuces 3 and 
than pn ol be more induſtrious or ſucceſicfull intheir endea- | 

yours, frequent conteſts with Byans and Marter, be; 
too much Engliſh men to be enſlaved of abuſed, leemridls mY m_ 
of bamiſbing any other then Marten's inventiong which his Erchs K wghtly> 
lng before in a drauken liberality diſcovered. . 


o 
'. Buc I wonder to hear Byan ſay it was my tefre "to be ſent for England, 
which 7 accounted one of the cleareſt evidences that themſelves wete con-- 
ſciousof their injuſtice, and therefore removed me from all affiftance. for re- - 
pair: the Reader, I think, can fildeno cb deſire in my words ,;,nmos amſt 
> my* 


es x \ 


3 > 
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"'Þ fudgerperfiwade me that they ſtudied my pleaſure in my pain. Marter 
| — Ws more ingenueus when he ſaid , | ſexd him for England, and let him be 
bee © Owr aſhore on the firſt land, and then let him prate , every petty fogger there 
*will. flence' bim,| They knew very well that I had not been. out of 

© *theZndies from my childhood , in near twenty years : if they would indeed 
**hayeconformed to /aw and my deſire , they ſhould have ſent me to England 
'to'be tryed for the treaſon they charged me with : and then I ſhould haye 
had hopes in time to have found them here to proſecute me, Nor can T yet 
underſtand how they will anſwer the accuſing us of felony , treaſon, re- 
bellion and enmity 'to the King , and prove nothing of rh#s againſt us, 
Slander is one kinde of treſpaſs, and the law gives a&tion for it : and theſe 
criminations which they have deviſed againft us , iffalſe, are ſlanders 5f 
the blackeſt mouth, and may poſſibly be found meritorious of the Penalties 


of Conſpiracy. 


- Declaration. 

Seft.17 If Tſhould adde ſome circumſtances of theſe paſſages , and the 
carriages of theſe incorrigible men before Authority , it would hugely ag- 
gravate their crimes : but they are ſufficiently ſullyed by what hath been 
ſaid already withent caſting more dirt in their faces, | | 

| Anſwer, | 

Seft.17 Should I aggravate every expreſſion and uſage of theſe unjuft 
and malitious proſecuters-: and expatiateinto that large difcourſe how , -not' 
content with what they had already made tis ſuffer, they purſued vs with 
avariceas well as malice, endeavouring to ſciz to themſelues the poor remains 
of our ſhattered fortunes; which, how contemptible ſoeyer-, it ſeems they 
thought them worth the having ; ſhould I doe this, I lay, it would caſt ſo 
much black upon them as woutd blot out quite the complexion of Chriſtians, 
But their own Declaration , diſcovering ſo little of crime , and ſuch huge 
inflitions and penalties , and yer ( as though innocency were not enough 
Rained by their aRions ) aſperſing us with ſuch hideous: calumnies as reach 
to the depriving us of our humane eternity , in blaſting the fame of our po- 
ſterity , this yery Declaration preſents them fallen from humanity ; and 
ſhews, how confident they are that the b/ow they have given us was home , 
and we never likely to recover our feet ; and therefore they may the more 
freely trample us in in the dirt and take the pleaſure of the romgweas they 
have of the hand already, But a time may come when this very Libel 
of theirs , will be enough to Charge them to their ruive, thought not to our 
reſtitution, 

| Declaration, | 
Set, 18, Necelbty #nd conveniency enforced to this mmnnerr of yoo- 

8 ceeding 


»r < 


. 


k 


ceeding again theſe Delinqueuts ; in which our moderation may , I am 
fure our \cverity cannot be taxed] have expoſed this Paper to the viewgand 
[ hope to the (atisfaQtion of the inquiſuiye : and doe ſeriouſly atceſt the ve- 


ricy chereof by. my ſubſcription, Will, Byam Governogr.. ., 


Anſwer, | 
SeF.18, The law indecd favours ſome a@ttons, when for the doing - of 
them there is neceſſity or comventency.; but if a thief plead either in” excuſe 


of his felony , it will de well examined how great , and how alowable it's, 
And ſhould theſe ations come to ſuch a te#F,I durſt be again the Bute for: 


Byams malice , if any.the leaſt {awful neceſſity or comvenrency would appear 
for theſe proceedings. Howeyer,Tam glad I haye his hand to atteFF this ac- 
knowledgement, and onely wiſh I had occaſion to try whether he would be. 
Gent, enough nor to retraCt this ſerrous averment nor ny thi [ wry x 
on : 1 will promiſe him not to- charge more to him then he here confeſlerh 
himſelf guilty of, if he will but admit eh1s asan evidence. But though, pro- 
ably, he thinks chat he now playcs ſecurely , having pur vs our of all ratiq- 
nal poffibility of bringing himto an afcer game, yet will F nor fin ſo high- 
ly again(t . the diznity of Juſtice as to deſpair her taking cognizance of muy 
caſc.; -and then [fear not, but that this Dtc/aration of Byams may diſpole. 


and what hath ſhortzed my hands will /engthen hers. 
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| herto a retribution : my poverty-Chope will ſpeed , not retard her repair ,, , 


And fince the-Gentlenan is ſo confident that he hath not dealt over-fe- - 


verely with us, / onely. wiſh. he may finde a» equal mercy.and moderation 


when eyer he hath occaſion;.and then, poſſibly, he may begin to weigh whar - 


it i$-to- be baniſhed from eſtate and relations , to be put our of a ſertled and 
comfortable way of being,* and expoſed to the contempt. of beggery and 
danger oF famiſhmient ;. having this whole afflition enhanced by rhe confi- 


A.deration of a wife and children partners in theſufferance :. and «lt thu for 
ations rather hone#t then criminal, The divine retaliation deal to Byans' * 
and. his aſſeſſ or5 28 they have dealt to me,and ne better t9 me then T have dee - 
ſeryed.fiom that Colony, and them;./ think” the world will judge, I =eed- 


not beg a curſe, | bet | 
Come we new to the Teſtimonies which were brought againſt us, and the 


articular facts of which we are charged , as they are by B yams himfelf expo-- - 
ſedto the worlds view :. Burbefore 7 come to their examination / ſhall pre-- - 


miſe.a few things to the readers confideration. 


There is not, ip my opinion, a morerationalevidenceof che (Mindernefs: + 
of our guilt then our charge, if we'confider the inquiſition upon our aRions;: 
which was managed in our abſence by the ſubtileſt of our enemies, and 
principal parties.concerned in the.quarrtl.;. who haying alrcady;deligned) * 

, us» *+ 


= 
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.us for defiidiftion ; 2nd” ated againſtus with conformable injuries » 
had a Net#/ſity urging them to make us as criminal as was pofft. 
_ ble.” Bykms therefore , when he had ſeized 8 impriſoned our perſons, 
- ſendsforall that can pretend to know or to have heard.any thing thar 
might render us culpable , and takes their Depoſitions : the reader may 
-finde by the dates of moſt of them that they were #ake» before our time 
- of trial , while we were coped up, ignorant of our crime and accuſer : 
their contents will ſhew that much of our offence is words ; and let candor 
determine, whether the moſt innocent perſons may nor be deſtroyed ( where 
wordsare capital) if his enemy , who is concerned in his ruine , have the 
ſole examination of fuch men as h1wſe!f will call for, and makes ſevere ſcru- 
tiny into all his diſcourſes ; picking there-hence ſuch words as may ſerye 
his malicious purpoſe , and cunningly omitting thoſe, which, being ſpoken 
at the'ſame time , might exrenwate , if not ameve, the evil of the other : 
inſerting neicher the occaſion, incitements, time , place, nor cond;tion of 
the ſpeaker ; circumſtances which illuſtrate a diſcourſe , and make it. often 
appear very divers from the ſenſe of ſome of its words, Nor will his De- 
{eration let us expe&t more Integrity in Byams, fince when the reader hath 
rhroughly read and weighed him, he will all along finde him ffretching hes 
 .criminations beyond any thing of proof which he could mo againſt us, Þ 
And that ftrenge paſiage of Harmunds and Lacons (\ome years before ) Þ 
Fhoſe  yames ( vyriceen. in their oven charadter ) oy NG a: witneſ= }| 
| fes.to @ bill of delt due to Byam, and yet themſelues did upon their \varhs 
declare they never ſaw that deed before, nor were in place when it was made, 
makes me ready to conclude him nor very ſcrupulous of anthers perjury. 
where it may be to bis advantage. | ' 
* And though Byam affert that evidence was given viva voce of our words 
and afioxs , yer I ſhalldefire the reader to underſtand him rightly vvhaty 
he meanes by viv4 voce ; it vvas not that the yyitneſs carre in, in preſence | 
of the priſoner , and there, upon 4-mwtual confrontwent, did take his oath, 
.2nd then, «por that oath, chargethe priſoner vvich ſuch and ſuch fats,theJ 
priſoner haying liberty of putting queſtions to him, and rhe comrt of his fidey 
; to enjoin ananſyyer to ſuch queſtrons + but, as 7 ſaid before , all or moſt © 
the yvitneſſes yyere ſyyore before-hand in the _- abſence , Byans be 
' Ing theman that took the Deng , as much (7 muſt fnppoſe) to our dif 
adyantage as he could : and then yyhen the Delinquents vyere brought be- 
forethem, this Depoſition vyas read in preſence of the witneft , yyho by brs 
flence afferts it ; and ifthe priſoner began to queſfion him , Marten and 
Noel yyould call it impudence to argue againſt an oath, and Byems com 
' mand1ijs Marſhal to rake him ayvay and lay himin irons. eo 


} 


+" 


* #3 Iniift ment - ani proceed to the puniſhment of all oa 


wY 


' 
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' Nor had every one priviledge of ſer: prep ao THO 
of Depoſitions _ God knovvs ow. un f whos, TY LIED 
Yet all this notyvyitkftanding , they found (as / hope the reader alſo-vrilt) 
our faults ſo mich beneach the puniſhment they had deſtinied us t5, that 
they duiſt not bring us before an indrfferewt Fudicature, to 4 trial by our 
Peers, wyhere yye might have liberty of defending owr aftions by law , und 
ſhould have had our judges of connctl with ws , and ſworn to give jadge- 
went according to law ; bur brought us before themſelves (yyho yyerenane 
of them ſyvorne Magiſtrates except thoſe tyvothat vyere my affiftants in the 
court of Common-pleas) where we were net permited to emer on any de- 
fence ( that being preſently adjudged as an aggravation of our guilc Y but , 
according to their own wills and prejudices, ſentenced to infliRions norte 
be precedented, Think, in che whole body of our law \ Stearate or { mnmues. 
And herein they ated not onely Cowmnter 19 the /awes of England (to 
which they had alwaies owned a ſwbjeCtion ) but to the:r own conflicmtions 
alſo {one inflance of ther ſwbjefbronc) for , not many monerhs theſe - 
inen EnaQted { That « General Seſſions of rhe Peart and Goal 
be held rwice a year , viz. On the firft thurſday in , «ad rhe 
# thirſday in Hatch, That this Graeral Stſſbers dor by # Fury if 
> Fm 


F. | Grand Tnmue#t enquire into all breaches of rhe Peace. tl brourhes 
3 wave, ani all crmwinal matters whatſoguer , and 


ALS 
Fry ofjonal 


”, "oy whore it concernes tife or limb actording ta the knows lame if Buy land] 
4 -  »* Bur rho was made preg authotity was derived from DE 


ehey decreed then like Subſftitures conforming to their Commiſſion aud - 


3 ftruftions ; but fince that they have given themſelves a greater latiradd f 


p a Power , a Power not differing from abſoluteneſs;, which chat they might re- 


tain with the lefs controll , they mit remove chews who have becn fo 1 
the obſtactes to it : and becaufe ſuch # gener al ſefſbans as rhis 4H preſcribes 
cannot compleat thery deſires , therefore are they you ns to this ether 
aanner of proceedings, But God grant us more indi judges of His 
'meceſſi:ychen perſons ſo deeply imterefſed ; who having theinſelyevoreattal ie 
by uſyrping a power over vs, cold no ocher way fecare themſelves (inthe 
thſpmre; made to their power) from being caft in their own ation, bur by 
"an Hegel proſecution of me. "R ed 
And now I will n5 longer detcin the Reader from a view of the Drpoftions, ,- 
D : by 
The Depoſition of Capt. The. Griffich aged forty years or thert- 
rg anerF ” ch me this 23th. Novo, r&61, 
1. Saith, That ſorertiine 1# Faly taft or thereabims , bring « the 
| E 


e 
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houſe of Mr, Michael Maſhart, and having ſome diſcourſe 'of what had paſ.. 

ſed the laſt Aſſembly , the Deponent told himthat it was ordered that the 

Governonr ſhould continue and no new Eleftion to be , and this by vertue of 

4a Preclamation from the King. Sworne before me William Byam, 
eArſwer. 

1. Themſelves have confeſſed that the Kings Proclamation never came 
to be publiſhed amongſt us. (and indeed how ſhould it fince ſuch Procla- 
mation never was 2 ) and alſo that this very order for their Authorities con- 
tinuation was never proclaimed, but onely wentioned by ſome few Gentle= 
men of the Afﬀembly in their occaſional diſcourſes ; as is confeſſed here and 
in Se, 4. Yet ſee how ſeverely they puniſh the breach of a law which 
never had promulgation. Bur grant thes order duly publiſhed, the queſti- 
on {till is , whether the power conſtituted can alter the Decree of the Power 
conſtituting in that very point wherein themſelves were reftrained ; fince it 
1s an eAphoriſme in law and reaſon that unumquodgue diſſolvitur eodem 
mods quo colligatum eft > We will confeſle that by the 1»yp/yed ſanttion of 
thoſe Delegates the Soverargn of our nation could reſcind their diftates ; but 
our enemies alſo confeſs ( in accuſing us of it ) that we conſtantly denyed 
the iſſuing forth of any ſuch ſoveraign command ; nor can they charge us 


with any proef of their contrary affirmation : for I will not be ſo uncha- | 


Titable to this Gentleman Deponent as to think he ſwears [ T hes order was 
by vertue of the Kings Proclamation | but that he onely ſwears [ he told 
Mr. eMaſpart it was ſo | and whether Mr, Maſhart was bound to be. 
fieve him, and did ſuffer juſtly for bis i acredulity, Theaveto their deter- 
' mination who know there was. never; any ſuch Proclamation from Hrs 
Majeſty. | 
| Depoſition, 
The —_— of Mr. Francis Sanford aged thirty one years or 
thereabouts, taken before me this 2.8t- of Novem), 2661. 

2. Saith. That being at Parham hill i» company with Mr. Michael Ma- 
ſhart the Deponent heard him ſay , that he did not own the Governour 4s 
Governour , nor any thing the General Afſembly did , for he owned no 
Power in the Colony as yet, And further ſaith not, Sworne before me 

| eAnſwer, will, Byam, 

2, The Reader. hath heard that Byams, and that ſame General Afembly 
now ruling with him, were appointed by Delegates impowred by the 
* People to erect a frame of Government ; that they were limited to rule but 
one year'; that they continued themſelves by no greater real power then 


their own, Whether Maſhart therefore were criminal in ſaying as he did, . 
- or whether rh1s, Governonr and General eAfſembly ( whotrembled at the - 
| thought : 
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pay xm curned our ) were likely to be equal judges of thrs diſpetes 
or the perſen Mr theme , I = the /ef —_—_— ” 

union, | 
T he Depoſition of SergeameMayas George Uther aged fifty two years 
or thereabouts taken before me this 2.9% of Novemb. 166 1. 

Saith. 7 hat being ſent Yom the Governour to M, Maſhart to require 
him in his Majeſtics name to appear before himz to whom the ſaid Mathart 
replyed , that he knew no Governour , nor would obey any till a new Ele- 
fon, neither Councel nor Aſſembly. And further ſaith uot. Sworne before 

wer, me-W.B, 

3, This is ſo like theformey that the ſame anſwer may ſerve t6 it; one- 
ly , the Deponent might haye-2dded , 'that Afr, Maſhart ſaid | he owned 
His Majeſty, but knew no Governour| &c, : 

Depofition. 
T he Depoſition of Edward Dod aged thirty nine years or there- 
abouts taken before me this 2.9% of Novemb, 1661. ; 

4. Saith, That meeting My Daniel Jones wpon the river by Mr, Knight- 
lys hoyſe, giving him the time of the day , and ashing him. how he did'; be 
replyed , the worſe for ſuch rye! as thou art ; aud then, threatning him 
ſaid, I will draw up with ſuch rogues as thow art one after another :. and 
further ſaith not, | Morne by me Y. B. 

' Anſwer, | 

. When it was that this Deponent met with Jones , and received this 
churliſh return to his civil ſalut* is not inſerted. But this Dod was a former 
adverfary to Fones, in the bufineſſe for which that unjuſt and malicious fine . 
of five thouſand pounds of ſugar ( before hinted at Se, 3.) was impoſed : 
now probably Jones met this Antagoniſt ſoon after , while yet his choler 
boiled with the agitations of his ſoul on that ſharp injury , and was the 
more irritated in receiving a fawning treatment from a malicious proſecu- 
tour. And fince amongſt us in that Colony this phraſe of drawing »p had 
its moft common uſe, and that we there underſtood it in 4 great variety of 
ſenſes, good and bad ; 1 ſuppoſe Fones ought to have been permitted him- 
ſelf to define in what manner he would draw up with Dod, perhaps he de- 
fiened by benefits to draw on his repentance, | 

. Depoſition. ' 
_ The depoſition of Ohadiah Gardiner , - aged- twenty two years , or 
thereabouts, taken before me this 28, of November. 1661, 

5. Saith, That on the 25. f this moneth, be:rg at Mr. Maſharts honſe 
he met with Daniel Jones with his naked rapier 1n his hand , and he acked 
the Deponent whether he knew that Mr, Michael Maſhart had 4»y ton In 

| E 2 taking 


z0” Surinam Tufbice 
tak ing the Shallop? 10 whows this Deponent veplyed, I cannot tell, for TI ſaw 
Fa Collonel rk * towhieh Js mcg , if that he did know 
that My. Maſhart were aboard the Shallop , he would go to him and main- 
tain him in it, And further ſaith not, Sworn before me, W. B. 

Anſwer, : 

5. To them that know yot our Swrinam dreſs , it may ſeem odd for a 
man totrayel with his naked rapier ; bur let the Reader underſtand , that 
the going without a ſword was not more common ; for thoſe that had been 
there many years ; conſtant uſe had worn out their ſcabbards , and there 
were neither thops ner Artiſts to renew them : wherefore it was very uſual 
to ſtick ſomewhat upon the point of their rapier, to preyenta caſual injury 


to themſel yes, os their aſſociates, and ſo to wear them either in their hands, . 


or by their ſides, | 

By the queſtions Fones made with this Deponent it ſhould ſeem he was 
ignorant whether Mr , Maſhart had any thing to do with ſeizing the Shal- 
lop, and conſequently, it could not be a deſign of long contriyance, nor in- 
tend ought againſt the Colony ; for then me-thinks Foxes ( who was diſco. 


vered one of the firſt in plotting that comntreys rune ) thould not now, .. 


1% the execution of it, have been omitted, But how (hall we underſtand 
theſe unadviſed ſpeeches of Foxes, a fingleman armed onely with a rapier ? 
they are laid to be the 25. of November : when #ſher had already 
recoyered the Shallop, and Byam, with his guard of Famſaries, taken her 
ſeizers, ( as Se, 12,713, ) The worſt 
in the former ton we finde Jones revengefull of an 1njmry, (o here he 
# the liks of a benefit : Maſhart had endangered himſelf in hw behalf, and 
now he would ſacrifice himſelf toevidence bis gratitude: for other he could 
not hope in thruſting himſelf into the-crouds of his armed enemies. 


L have a little inverted the order which Byam rangetty theſe depofttions ]. 


in; becauſe theſe twobeing lodged! ir ane cenſuretogerher,, I would/joyn 
their charge, that the Reader might the better take the payalle! berween 
thein fat? and pynifhmem. Here then is their whote impeachment , both 


matter and:form:: ( onely-that we (hall by 


Byam (tiles it ) this moderate ſentence, 
By the Governowr andGeneral Afembly,. | 
It is ordered by-the. Authority aforeſaid, that Mr. 1ichae? Maſharr, 
and Mr. Dizwiel Jones pay unto-the pablick five thoyfand ponnds of ſugar, 
and be ſecured 1m trons under '# guard, and be ſent off in the fiſt 


ſhip;thar ſhall ſail hence for Exg/znd., or Barbadoes'; and not return for - 
fivo years afterthe date hereof, withour his Fſafoflies ſpecial'order': it be-. - 


ing 


chat can be thought of it is, that, as - 


| | and by finde Mr, Maſhert in + 
the number of thens-that #vok, the Shathoy) and fr this they received (as - 
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ing made ſufficiently evident that the ſaid Maſhert and Foxes, have been 
and are, moſt ſedit:oms, rebellious , obſtinate and dangerous perſons to the 
Authority of this Colony, Dated 30. Novemb. 61. 

William Byaw, 

And whatever ſenſe may at firſt fight ſeem in thoſe words relating to the 
fine, yet the Judges interpreted it to be five thouſand pounds of ſugar aprece, 
and accordingly cxacted from their eſtates. 

Depoſition. FOE 
T be depoſition of Henry Batſon,aged twenty four years,or thereavonts, 
Py __ before me oi; 38, of Nees G 661, 

6. Saith, That he heard Captain Thomas Crook: ſay that within fix ' 
mneoneths he would break this Colony, or eift be woutd break. bus own neck, : 
and further ſaid, That here were two men that would condutt them , one 1n 
the front , and the othir in the rear to keep them forward, And farther 
ſaith not, Sworn before me, W.B. 

The depoſition of Mr, Thomas Lewis ſenior,aged fifty years, or theye- 

abouts, taken before me this 23, of Noycraber, 1661, 

7. Saith, That he heard Captain Crook [ay at Paramorabs on the 13. 

of November 166 1. that he wonld break the neck, of the Colony in fix 


weueths,or oiſe break bis own neck: & that if he were chept up inprifon be 
would have his way out the firih ſhip that ſhowld come in: Fed fackes fanth 
not, Sworn before me, W.B. 


Anſwer, 

6. 7. The moſt matevial words imcheſe depoficionsare thoſe which mMe- 
nace the Colony : they are laid tobe ſpoken the r 7, of Nowonbry, which 
was the tiwe of my return fromthe India expedition ; by the ſubfequen 
words in Lewss's oath | about fixding his _ bs of proſon | is proved” chat 
theſe diſcourſes were occaſioned from #h eats We recerved at our re- 
tmn : on-which., Crook, might poſhbly ſay, if sbefe doings break wor the 
Colony, 1 will bre ak; my neck, or to tha effet, which the ſwearers or takers 
have wreſtedto-2 worſe ſenſe.. Bur admit he ſaid onely as they ſwear , and 
meant what he ſard; Sir Orlente Bridgeman , inv his exerMoxt charge ot - 


* , the Old Baily; declareth, that incaſe of that produgions rvafow of kjlting 


the King the Statute puniſherh the bays rmagimation , but in Mother ca-. 
ſcs, {aith- be,our rule. is, won officit commune ft ſequmorar effolias, Arid Bin 
gate diſcourſihg upon 1his mare; me, cices my Lord Cotes ( hb. v1, fol. 97. 
B agges %aſe) for this Law ; Offices of traft ſhall not be forfrived, nor py7- 
vrledges in a Commonneatth left,by bars endeavors and imaations of doing 
atts contrary to that truſt , and iwprejmdice' ro'rhat Commonwealth ; no, 
though theſe intents be publizhed by euih rhyvatr nriog words, weleſ” rhey be 
E$S- : 


pot 
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put in exertion by ſome ever-4ft, As to his endeavour of finding the way 
out of priſon, if be were put in, I think it is too natural to be condemned ; 


AndI remember to have read, thac-if a Sheriff by warrant of {aw onely - 


{ not of record) arreſt one for felony who is not guilty, he may reſcae him- 
ſelf. 'The words in Batſons oath, of | two wen tocondutt, &c, | are too ge- 
neral to proveany certain guilt : why might they not be ſpoken upon oc 
cafion of the preſent expedition we were jbft then returned from ? Batſon, 
wondring that when the runiours were ſo loud of the /nd1ans malice and 
power,” ve would, yet, venture ſo farre into therr quarters and bring away 
ſo eminent an Indian priſoner through all ther towns , being a party of but 
twenty men; Crook,, in aflighting the ſndiaxs force and exalting ours, 
might ſay |there were two men &c.| And indeed theſe words ſeem but 
part of a diſcourſe , which nuſt have ſomewhat precedent or ſubſequent th 
illuſtrace it; and I may well ſuſpe& that, rhough they would rnſert nothing 
that might reuder the ſpeaker innocent , yet, they would not omit any thing 
that might make him guilty, 
Depoſttion, 
T he Depoſition of M, Tho, Stantor aged thirty two years or there 
abouts taken before me this 28%. of Novemb, 1661 

8, Saith, That being ar the Town when Lieuteuant Col. Sanford re. 
turned out of Camawyny , be heard Mr. Peter Fabian ſay, that they heard 
the Governour had cauſed Irons to be madefor many of them again#t they 
came home, and ſome others which were in the Countrey; whom if they 
had found in priſon when they came home, they would fire the priſon and 
let them out : and ſaying ſomething «boat breaking the country , Captain 
Crook made anſwer | that is done already and I know who muſt enjoy it. ] 
And further ſaith not, Sworne &c, W.B. 

Anſwer. 

8, T his teſtimony clears that truth, that at our returne many were menaced 
with irons.&c. and thereby exaſperated and urged to ſuch paſſionated di- 
ſcourſes as are here charged to them, Nor can I think.(if any other con- 
. fideration then the Governours want of eAnuthority, and hzs afurg! ng On 

the peoples. priviledges , had provoked them to theſe ranting expreſſions, ) 
that the ſpeakers would have had (> little moderation asthus publickly to di- 
ſcoyer their immature deſigne before thoſe whom they knew the Governoars 
ſpres ; and at the ſame time put themſelves out of their armes,, and better 
poſture of offence or defence ; ſo farre amT from underſtanding theſe words 
as a leaſt circumſtance of any dark conſpiracy 2gainſt the Colony, And as 
to the laſt point of the impeachment '| his ſaying ſomething about break- 
ang the conntrey | fince the Deponent tells not what that ſomething was ; 

an 


/ 
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and ſince we may reaſonably enough conclude that had it been any thing ill 
it would have been Recorded, we may from Crookes anſwer affirm, that 
Fabian declaimed againſt theſe doings as tending to the Colomes breach ; 
for it is known the Colony was not | a/ready broke | bur in theſe Gentlemens 
comemplations on the if ue of theſe commmtions : and hence alſo may the 
ſenſe and maner, in which Crooks denounced this breach, be luRrated, 

Depoſition, 
T he Depoſition of David Bucket aged forty ſeaven years,&c, 

9 The Deponent maketh oath that at the houſe of James Ackins and 
Thomas S:antor one night ſome weeks pa#t, he heard Enfigne William San- 
ford ſay that his warrant was as good as the Governonrs ; upon which "the 
Deponent made anſwer , how muit we live? If a Commuſſion come fron 
England from the King you mu#t be all hanged : to whichEnfigne Sapford 
ſaid , we will put that to aventure ; and being further 1wdiſcourſe he ſaid, 
the Governours two braſs guns ſhould not ſave him : Mr. Stephen Neal told 
Enſigne Sanford that he might wa his Brother by what power he ſate on 
the Bench ; to which he made anſwer , you are 4 fool if you do not,  .The 
Deponent demanded of Enhgne Sanford , how we ſhould be governed or by 
what Law? to whith the ſaid Sanford ſaid , that the Governour would 
call ms and try us by a Council of War for onr lives and eſtates, and he 
would be hanged if there were any other : and further the Deponent remens- 
breth not, | -  Sworne before me the 26%: of 

Anſwer. Novemb., 1661, FW. B; 
; *9, This was the evening of that day in which my Brother had diſ- 
owned the Governours power at T oorarica convent ion ;'( SetF, 5.) retiring 
thence into a Tavern , this Deponent and ſome others urged him upon thar 
print ; and he being young and hot” ſpirited rerorted according to their 
urgings , a5 ſhaminyg to recede from his owrr publick aſſertion. But he had? 
the pardon of his judges and therefore needs { v leſs of my Labour, 

tion,” h 

T he Depoſition of James Atkins, aged thirty five years, or thereabouts, '\ 

10. The Deponent maketh oath, that about the latter end of Oftover 
at night aſſembled together at his houfe Captain George Sttaunge, Enſign 
William Sanford, CM, Thomas Archer,and ſeveral others,at which time 
E nfign Sanford ſaid that the Gover vour had no power,and that his ( mean- 
3ng his own power ) was as good as the Governours, and better too for oug ht 
he knew : and if Major Byam ſhould grant a warrant to his Marſhal, or 
any other officer wnder him, for him, he\would carry a ftiletto in his pocket 
#0-rip out. his guts ; and that he would never goe without one : then dif-- 


comrſing about Jones , they ſaid , hat if he ſhould-be kept priſoner ; _ 
wo , 
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would pulldown the houſe about his ears : then David Bucket ruede an. 
ſmer, that then there was no law in the C ountrey; William Sanford re. 
plyed, a T wrd for your Law : David Bucket {416, thew we muſt go to chib. 
law, { «ptain Scraunge, Enſige Sanford, aud Thomas Archer ſad, :t i that 
we wewld have, David Bucket made avſwer, that then they were beft beat 
up their drums, and ſee how wary they would have of their fide , aud how 
many of the other, Captain Straunge ( 4s the Deponent beFt remembers ) 
made anſwer, ſo they would if there were either druns or tranpet to be got. 
David Bucket reply#d, if 4 Commiſſion come omt of England , you would be 
all hanged every man of you; they wade auſwer , we will put that to aven- 
ture, Aud farther the Deponent ſaith , that amongſt the diſcourſe Enſige 
- Sanford ſid, he was as good @ wan 4s the King, the King was but 4 man, 
and ſo was te: avd the Deponent further ſaith not Sworn before me the 
26, of November. 1661. W.B, 
T he Depoſaion of Themas Quintyn, aged thirty ſeves years, 
or t s. 

11. The Deporrevt wak 6th oath tothe mithin-ment ioned depoſition, Ox. 
cepting the buline(s of Joxes,and the laft part concerning rhe words about 
the King : «nd farther ſaith not, Sworn before me the 27. of Novem- 
ber, 1661. W.B. 

| Anſmer, 

©, 11, The words of illeft ſound in theſe, and the former, Depoluions 
being charged to my Brother , I ſhall a little the more largely declare how 
he came to be cleared : Byams and Adarten being wrought upon by the tefrs 
of a Few, who had great prevalencies on them , and asgreat aff<Rjons for 
my Brother they were reſolved not to urge any thing againſt him but rhoſe 
words concerning the King : in which alſo they purpoſed to allow him all 
liberty to clear himſelf, if poſſhble : being therefore called before them, the 
firſt evidence he brought for himſelf was the conftant loyalty , which, to 
the knowledge of his Judges, he had expreſſed rowards his Sacred HMaje- 
fty , even in ſuch tres as it wes dangerous ts own affettion or eſteem : 
3. Quint yn. upon his oath had declared , that he knew nothing of theſe 
words though in the ſame ſociety : nay. more, he had owned to the Gover.- 
nour that hinuſelf ſpoke what was ſaid of the King (though far from 4 de. 
baſing þ Majeſty ) and that he received 4 check from my Brother for ne. 
ning the King at ſuch a tine and place, 3, Mr. Neal was ready to aver 
the ſame: a ratienal perſon , and who at that tine had mixed in much fe» 
rious.diſcourſe with wy Brother, T beſe negrives ſatisfied the Fudpes, and 
my Brother was diſcharged on no other conditions the net ts come mour 

we, 07-419 of the preſevers, And that it may. appear how dar <6 
| INn- 
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linquents did deſign « forceable maintaining their diſputes, I hal! trouble 

_ the Reader with a letter which my Brother ſent to me por occaſion of theſe 

| words, when he yet expected not ſo ſudden an impriſonment : Byans hath' 

ſeen it, and may remember the contents. 

Letter, 


| [ ſhall requeſt you on” T hurſday next to bring with you 


Brother, I am informed that divers ſtrange relations ave vented abroad 
concerning me, whereby I am tharged by ſome of Treaſon, by others of Re- 
bellion, and by thoſe that are moſt favenrable, of backing a horrid faftion 
and damnable deſigns amongſt whom I underſtand that David Bucket hath 

taken a depoſition againſt me , and ( by malice ſuborned ) declares that I 
did at the [aft pablich meeting in a lighting manner ſay, the King is but a 
man, and ſo am-I. 

Nene, beſides him, then preſent are ſenſible of any ſuch thing ſpoken ; 1 
remember that night as we were drink;ng , Bucket 1» ſome diſcourſe , but 
far from that ſubjet, gave me the lye ; whereupon 1 offered to firihe him, 
but was hindred by CMr. Neal; yet ſo much threatened hins , that he de- 
parted the company, and hath ſiace broacht his forgery. 
what Books, or the like , that may be made ſe of in the forks COEIIS 

p queſtion of Treaſon; for I then. expett the whole power meeting. $42. y. 
of the Gover nour to be diretted againſt thoſe who have 

thwarted his defires : 41d I know his hatred to be as endleſs as his ambition 
» is boundleſs. I am &Fc., 
| This came tomy hands the 22, of November, the day before the Shal- 
lop was taken; when I was arreſted it was in my pocket : which, by By- 
ams commands, being ſearched , this was taken out and carried to him ; 
who peruſed it}and returned it to meagain, | 

< But how well ſocver my Brother ſcaped , this depoſition muſt retain its 
: force againſt Captain Strannge, and Mr. Archer, to whom thoſe words, + 
they would have club-law, and,if there were either drums or trumpets to 
be got they would ſound them, were reckoned with all poſſible aggravations; 
which,that they mighr not looſe their weight , the priſoners are hurried in- 
to irons aſloon as they appear, before they can open in 4 defence ; who elſe 


of 


* » had this to plead for themſelves: Lubricum lingue non facile in penam 
eſt trahendum ; this was T avern-diſcourſe into which they were quareled, 
and arged by reflefFiows on their loft priviledges: at _ » they were but 

evidences of ther evil intents, of which it was a great argument that they 

had repented, in that, when ſo ſuddenly after they had arms put into their 

hands, ahd 4 geod occaſion for ſucceſsfully beating up their drums (SeR.7.) 

they employed both in the Countries ſervice, honour,and ſecurity, Beſides, 
F 


to 
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to th:m that know that the Colony had neither drum nor trumpet init, 
that expreſſion may rather ſeem a ſcoff than a threat, 

And ſince Byam here takes ſuch ftrift accompts of words , we may re- 
member him how he hath hcard rhe Saviour of the world worſe than blaſ- 

hemed, his enemies the Jews crying ſhame at the fatt and connivance; and 
how himſelf hath labomred the Toles (even while himſelf was Governogr) 
ts pronounce 4 remiſſion: giving ſuch publick, countenance to the blaſphe- 
mer as his very adorer Uſher condemned: And how frequently he hath been 
delighted with Martens witty prophanations of the ſacred ( hriſtian Rel:- 
gion, atheiFFically, with ſcoffs, controverting all its moſt reverend , mo#t 
univerſally embraced, and moFft comfortable Credenda ; ſeldome ſparing 
bu God im his jeſt. Since he is now become ſo ſevere a pamiſher Mi words 
(and of words, whoſe horridity ( to uſe his own phraſe ) ts infinitely inferi- 
our to thoſe which moved him leſs ) let him be ſo ingenuons as to let his own 
month as well condemn him of partiality, as my very charity perſwades me 
his conſcience does, 

Depoſition. 
T he Depoſition of Thomas Duke, aged twenty ſix years, or thereabogts, 
taken before me the 2.5. of November, 1661. 

12, Saith, That on Saturday laſt being the 2.2. of this inſtant, about ele- 
ven of the clock, there came aboard Cryn Jacobſons Shallop ( then at an- 
ehor above Morganam ) Captain George Straunge,Captarn Thomas Crook, 
Ar. Michael Maſhart, Mr. Anthony Wroth , Afr. Peter Wroth , Afr, 


Rowland Bulkly, and Mr. Thomas Archer,, and told the ſeamen ( whereof 
the Deponent was one ) that they ſeized the Shallop for his Majeſties ſer - 


vice, and forced the ſeamen to go aſhore, haling and abuſing them, 
Sworn (Fc. | W.B 
1:3 Jacob Reyner 
twenty years or thereabouts, depoſeth the ſame before me. W.B. 
. T he Depoſition of Thomas Duke, aged twenty ſix years, or thereabouts, 
taken before me this 25.0f November, 1661, 

- I 4. Saith, T hat two of his mates, Jaco» Reyner,and Alexander O-Bryan 
were turned aſhore, and that he the Deponent was detained aboard to wait 
on Captain Crook and his officers , and that firſk Mr. Anthony Wroth 
wevt into Cryns cabin, and took his ſmall box wherein his accounts and pa- 
pers were, and peruſed them; then Captain Crook went into the hold, and 
opened Cryns cheft, and Jacob Reyners, and took out all their clothes hats, 


ſhoes, and divided them amongſt his compary ;, and put a pair of the ſhoes on 
| that they ſhould not take the ſhoes ſom his * 
feet , but they ſhould take his life alſo : and that in the night there came ' 


Captain - 


\bgs feet, ſwearing gri 


aged twen'y five years, and Alexander O-Bryan,eged | 
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Captain Scraunges Negroes, and Afr. Fabians wich fonr fixed guns ,- and 
about ſeven pounds of powder: then came Mr. Needham with 4 launce and 
a piſtol; Capt ain Straunge, Mr, Fabian, Mr. William Sanford -armed: but 
before that Captain Crook went about any thing, he took the Deponent and 
apt his hands. behinde him( ſwearing horridly ) that he would tye him, 
ard burn his fingers with matches if he would not confeſs where the powder 
lay, and then with a light match burned himtmice on the breaſt, threatmug 
him. When the arms came aboard they charged three , beſides what was 
charged before, ard being ready, Crook ſaid , now with the Governour 
would come to ſpeak with us, Farther Crook ſaid , as for my part of this 
prize I value. it not a pipe of Tobacco , it is another bufinefſe we are come 
abour concerning the Countrey, about chufing a new Governour, Farther 
the [aid Crook told them he would ſtop all boats, and ſpeak with them, and 
know their buſineſs ; and on Munday following he would goto Toorarica, 
and (tay till Thurſday to ſee whether the General Aﬀembly would make her 
a prize; if not, he was reſolved to carry her to Barbadoes, thence to Jamai- 
c2, ti{l he found the Kings Commiſſion to wakg her a prize : further Crook 
ſaid, that neither Dutch nor Jew ſhould live here: Farther the Depanent 
ſaith, that Captain Crook made theſe officers, himſelf chief Captain, CMr. 
Thomas Archer his Lieutenant, Captain Straunge Maſter , Mr, Mathart 
Boatſwain, Mr. William Needham hes mate, Mr, Rowland Bulkely Gwx- 
ver, Mr, Peter Wroth his mate , Mr, Pcter Fabian Steward ; and further 
faith not, Sworn betoreme, W.B, 
Vu ax rag 
12, 13, 14. Not content with that evidence which teſtified the whole 
ſubſtance of the fatt of cheſe men, the ſame Deponent is brought the ſecond 
rime to enlarge his oath with cirewmFances ; It ſeems he did not ſwear 
the whole truth before, and, to mend that fault, »ow, I fear, hath ſworn 
more than the truth. And when the Reader conſiders this dowble ſwear- 
1»g, When he is told that the Deponent is a Dutchman, part-owner of the 
Shallop, who is to teftifie againſt Engi:ſh men whom he hath already con- 
cluded ts intend his rudtus (nk being made privy to their other ends") ler 
him perpend how far revenge of an 1njwry in one of 4 divers nation , aud 
hopes of repair for that injury , meeting with a Ju e who called forthe 
worſt that could be ſpoken, may aperate againft an abſent and already con- 
demned delinquent, But having been already very particular in the relation 
of ſeizing this Shallop, and rhe purpoſe of it ( which is illuſtrated from ma- 
ny parts of theſe depoſitions ) I ſhall onely trouble- the Reader with a few 
things which I reſerved to this place. Andfirſt , rhet of opening the cheſt, 
ant ſharing the clothes; had he had as much tr#th as malice, he would al- 
F 2 of 
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ſo have ſworn that the clothes were all put up again, and nothing diminiſh. 
ed but an old clout given to an [ndia»,, for which a treble retarn was of- 
fered, I am ſure both Cry» and Reyney did- acknowledge as much to me 
while I was a priſoner,aboard them, 2, For the ſhoes ; Captain Straunge, 
being to go to fetch ſome arms ( a ſign they brought none with them ) and 
wanting thoes ( the then epidemic diftreſs of the Colony ) borrowed Ca- 
ptain Crooks ; and Captain Crook put on a pair which he found lying.on 
the deck : of which he afterwards ( upon ſurrender of che vellecl ) acquaint 
ed Major #ſher, and had his leaye to wear them up to Mr. Wroths, 3.Ts 
the tying and burning with match ; Captain Crook. had a cotton match in 
his hand to light his Tobacco ( a ſort of match which takes fire and burns 
after the manner of tinder, and is therefore of neceſ{ary uſe for travellers in 
thoſe parts ) one of the company asked this Deponent where the powder lay? 
he ſtanding ſilent, Crook flaps him in the face with this cotton match, . and 
asketh him why he doth not ſpeak ?- And after when Crook at his tryal 
asked Duke ( who Rood to juſtific his former oath ) whether he opened his 
doublet to burn hins on the breaft, for, faith he, you had adoublet on? Dake 
ſtood filent and non-pluſt : And that mark of burning which he ſhewed, 
was ſuch a ſpot as remains after a new-skin'd gall, and had no rawneſs nor 
looſe skzn upon it or near it, But grant all rhis done in the very manner 
here mentioned ;- it was but a treſpaſſe, for which the parties grieved might 
have had their attion, or at worſt a» 1ndittment, which chey would hardly 
71 equity, have been permitted to prove by therr own oaths, The reſt of the 
things either make for aw, and ſo arealready inftanced in , or elſe they are 
ridiculows. and ſo not worth the anſwering, 

And now the Reader hath the whole - againſt theſe Delinquents, 
and the very form in which it was preferred :- therefore T-ſhall defire him 
co view it throughly., . whether there be that malignity'in it which Byane 
declaimas againſt? or whether he can in all theſe Depofitions finde any 
thing to ground that afcertion upon ( Sefi, 6, ) that we were reſolved ts 
anhinge the frams of authority, upev no other ſcore than to bring all things 
z3nto diſorder, and out of the troubles patch up our decaying fortunes ? or 
whether he can finde that - confeſſion of theirs ( Set, 12, ) that in taking 
this Shallop , they deſigned to arm and congregate themſelves againit his 
Alajeſties. power ?- orany of theſe. plots ( &R 13.) to rally all poſſible 
force to guard the river, to keep boats from the metting, to ſeiz Byams per- 
fon, &c. I ſhall readily confeſfe that after a particular peruſalI can finde 
nothing like all or any of this, nor any other guilt. than ſome innetent arts 
ro recover their liberty, and ſome vehement expreſſions of their diſcontent to 
be deprived of theirpriviledges, and ſubjefted nnder an arburary. uſurp.t 
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dominion; ( ſor Right theſe rulers had none from the conflitution of the 
Colony, and his Majeſties Authority, or any other, did not appear in it ar 
all.) But, leſt i=tereF. cloud my eye , I will leave it to the Readers clearer 
judgement, Howeyer upon theie Depolitions theſe following ſentences were 
framed. 

By the Governour and Genera! Afſembly, 

It is ordered that Captain George Straunge , Capt. Thomas Crooke Mr, 
Tho, Archer, Mr, Peter Fabian be ent off in the fir#t ſhip bound either for 
England or the Barbado0s;and not to return for five years without his Maje- 
Ries licence : and in the mean time to be ſecured under a ſtrong guard in 
irons, it havirg been proved by ſufficient evidence viva voce that they were 
molt ſcdicious, rebellious, and dangerous perſons, Dated thegoth. of 

By the Governour and General Aflembly, Nov. 1661, .B. 

It is ordered by the Authority aforeſaid that Mr, William Needham 
pay to the publick,, one thouſand pounds of Sugar ; and to be ſecured in 
irons under a ſtrong guard t:{{ he doth depart this Colony , which ſhall be 
in the firſt ſhip that ſhall fet ſaile hence :,it having been made- evident that 
the ſaid Needham hath abetted and aſſiſted men in rebellion again#t the 
authority of the place and” i 4 Jus moiF dangeroxs to this Colony, 

Dated the 30th» of Novemb 1661. Will, Byans, 

And leaft the Reader ſhould have forgotten Mr, Needbams fatt , it was, 
coming abeard the Prize with a launce and 4 piſtol ; but when he ſo ſuf. 
ficiently excuſed that , that Byams thought fic to diſcharge him 3; Afartes 
told him it muſt not.be , for he was 4 dangerozs deſperate perſon, and had 
threatned hims , and therefore he thought himſelf inſecure while the other 
remained in the Colony: Theſe weighty reaſons drew on this. ſentence, In. 
deed Marten had been unhandſomely liberal of his rongue both againft his 
Gemleman and bis Wife., ( a faculty which hisdiſefteem of everyone, that 
admires not him ,, prompts him to exerciſe) And Needham was too chole- 
rick-to intend bim a Baſtonado withiilence , bnt 'mult threaten it before- 
hand , and now is thas prevented. ., | 

Accordingly were theſe unfortunate Gentlemen ſhackel'd like felons-and 
expoſed to the derifion of che ill-diſcerning rabble ; kept about a fortnight 
under a nnmerous guard commanded by #ſher , and abuſed to the infamng 
of the gent:/ity , if not humanity ,. of thoſe who conntenanced, or rather ex- 

Jerxed their ſufferings : and then at laſt with an armed force were thruft 

aboard a rotten, leaky, broken-back' veſſel, with wives and children, their 

enemies being deaf to their protefFs, nay , beſpattering thoſe proteit; with- 
the defames of a revived mutiny, They had not been three dayes at ſca” 
when , .the veſſel being ready. to fink m_— them ,..chey were glad to-run- 

3. her 
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her on the neareſt ſhore , which proved 2n adjacent Colony of the Darch, 
in whoſe Port the lodged unfit for a further voyage. Hence Mr, Need- 
ham , as leaſt criminal, adventured up to Surinam in an Indian boat to 
crave leave of retyre for ther:ſt , at leaſt on Bail, till they could ſhip 
themſelves for ſome Port of thery nation ; or, if that would not be granted, 
permiſſion to remain in ſome nearer river where they might have greater 
hopes for tranſport , but could prevail in »errher, Nay Byam and Hit 1a. 
bored with the Dutch for their proſcription thence alſo ; who , abormina- 
ting the virulence of his malice , increaſed their civility : thus they hbour 
to reduce theſe 1ynocents to an impoſſibility of publiſhing their ſuffer ings , 
and would haye been beholding to any chance that would dip it ſelf ;z chews 
bloud , ind yet take the hazard and the puniſhment from them ; leis ſolici- 
tous to Joſtifie their aCtions before God w a: man, 

I cannot but here, by the way, admire the conftancy of ſome mens fate ; 
among theſe gentletien were divers who, for ſtanding, in defence of the 
Rojal Prerogative , of the peoples juſt priviledges, and in refiftance to an 
aſory't dominion uſher'd in by a ſubverſion of legal rights, had , after 
many hazards and ſufferings, by banifhment from their native Englayd as 
traitours and rebels been Expoſed to all the infortunes of needy wanderers ; 
and theſe are now, for the fame vertues, re-baniſhed with the ſame bzands 
upon them ; and put tÞ repeat, or rather to perpetuate their never-paſt ca- 
lamities, 

Depoſition, 
The Depoſition of John Venman aged twenty eight years 

Wha: or thereabonts, &c, 2th 
' *15. The Deponent maketh oath that on the 2.6% of this inſtant moneth 
of November , being commanded by Major Uſher and Captain Auguſtine 
Story to ſecure (aptain Crook, Capr.« George Straunge and ſeveral +. 
thers committed priſoners at the houſe of Senior Henrico. de Cafſeres where 
Mr. Stephen Neal /iveth. Lrient. Col, Roberr'Sanford came aſhore and 
went into the priſoners,aud after ſome diſcourſe paſſed, he came forth again 

and ſaid, Gentlemen I command you to lay down' your armes ; and with- 


all, bade the priſoners come forth, and ſard, follow me I will aſſiſt you with 


my life and fortunes : the Deponent made anſwey , that they ( meamng the 
guards ) were commanded there by a groatey power then he was, and we will 
wot lay down our armes till further order from our Governoar : to which 
Lieat, Col, Sanford made anſwer thatthew as commanded by the Governour 
a: well a4 Captain Story , and-that he was bis ſuperiour Officer , and rhat 

it was not lawfull to bear armes in tinie of race. And further ſaith not, 

| Sworne before me the 2 gÞ- of Noyemb, 16611, 'W.B, 


Mr, 
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Mr. James Maxwel aged thirty years or thereabouts. 

16. Maketh oath, that at the ſame time aforeſaid he heard Lieutenaut 
{l, Sanford command the priſoners to follow him, and commanded Capt. 
Story to lay down his armes ; and further / aith nat. 

Sworne before we Die predicto W.B, 
T he Depoſition of Lieutenant William Burden aged twenty 
eight years or thereabouts, 

- 17. The Deponent maketh oath, that on tueſday morning laft ( being 
the 26th. of Novemb. ) Liewt. (ol. Sanford came out of the door where the 
priſerers were and (aid, youthat have any conrage follow me and I will aſ- 
{# you with my life and fortunes; whereupon they all followed him : Capt. 
Story cryed out , Gentlemen to your armes , and ſaid ; Lieut, Col. Sanford 
be patient , and go over to the Governour, or otherwiſe I will ſend for him ; 
he being on the other ſide of the river : this was at the houſe of Senior Hen- 
rico de Caſſeres, where Mr, Stephen Neal now /iveth. 

$worne before me the 2 9th- of Noyemb, 166x MW, B, 
eAnſwer, 

I5, 16, 17, That particular in theſe Depoſitions, viz, of ating them 
with life and fortunes ( which I onely controvert ) I ſuppoſe was grounded 
onan ll underſtanding or hearing of my.diſcourſs with Captain Story ,. to 
whom 1 ſaid, that if he would grant the cuſtody of the Priſoners to me I 
would engage my repmtation, faith, life and fortunes for their forth-coming 
to a legal tryal : bur be it as it may ;, the great cre inferr'd from hence is, 
that I being Lieutenant Cpllonel. ſhould countermand the: Order of my 
Collonel &c, which” ſome there, acquainted with lirtle elſe bur military 
panttilios, accounted fo high a preſumption ( if not worſe ) that they con- 
cluded it could not verit kefſe then a capital cenſure pronounced from a 
Martial Tudicature. Bur ( belides that I think jr Safe for all in Authority 
well to ſtudy the Exceptions from that gexeral rmle in the Petition of Right, 
before they eo haſtily EreCt military tribunals; left, ce they be aware, - - 
they ſubvert a fundamental law ) I ſhall deſire thoſe raſh ſentencers to con- 
fider that a regulated Militia may be in 4 place where the inhabit ants are 
not 191 4 poſture of warre nor under the Dominion of any , but the civil 

ſword : and that in ſuch a place , it is no intrenchment on the lawes of war, 
nor nf ar in martial courts, if the inferiour Officer conte5+ , though to 
attual violences, with his ſuperiour : and ſuch. js the ate of the preſenc. 
queſtion ; onely what makes it more ftrong on my part, his Commiſſion 
for (ollonel was aCtually determined by -the expreſs, limiration of the. Au- 
thority from whence he firſt and onely derived. ir ; whereas it is controver- 
rivle , herher I bring , 1»definitely  withamt {uclr limitation appointed 
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Lieutenant Colloxel of the Regiment and Judge of .the (ourt of Conmon- 
pleas, by the Eltftion and Att of the Generel eAſſembly ( who could only 
appoint all inferiour Miniſters) d:d mot coxtinue ſuch, till the Aft by 
hich I was empowred were pR_ Nor would I from this aſſert , that 
I was more rightly in power then Byam ( for God is my witneſs that yery 


willingly I would have ſhaken the barther of publick adminiſtrations off 


my ſhoulders ; and the ſenſible part of that Colony know how 1nduſtriouſly 


I have declined all thoſe Employments : ſo farre was I from that ridiculous 
£mbition of making my ſelf Goyernour ; to be diſproved by many inſtan- 
ces, proved by none,) Let this truth onely take place, that neither of ws 
had a jubt power , and then that objeEtion againſt me hath loſt irs ſing. 

Yet, had their Authority been as legal as _y could hays defired it to 
te, my'fa&t is bur onely an attempt of reſcous which was not effefed ; nor 
was any greater violence then of words, formed into perſwaſions and com. 
mands , employed on rhat attempt ; no evill conſequences followed it ; the 
priſoners ſtill remained in the cuſtody of the guards, and thoſe guards in- 
vrolated : certainly , if a ſimple reſcoys , though ſuccceded in, be not a 
crime for which a man muſt looſe fame, liberty , eſtate and conntrey, I am 
hardly dealt with, that have loſt all theſe, and my ruine entailed on my 
children, for poorly attemptiug a Reſcous with arguments onely, + 

But to make my tault yet /ef , they had no lawfull power ; and ated by an 
legal force to the deſtruttion of the birt h-rig ht of their fellow ſubjetts ; 
which by this aftion of mine Tendeayoured to prevent , and, had ir ſucceed- 
ed, had, certainly prevented it , and made up all theſe breaches ; which was 
the oxely end in my eye. Andthey that will from» thu onely fat, conclude 
that / excited to the cauſalities of theſe mens impriſonment , and bring ns 
ether inſtance for their ſo concluding , may as rationally affirm , that be. 
canſe a man endeavours to worke the eſcape of his friend, therefore he ated 
with him 1n what drew on his reftraint. | 

I have already particularized in my tryal , where the onely ſentence pro- 
nounced to my ear was to be laid wn the hold in irons, which was preſently 
execnted ; but about ten dayes after the Secretary brought me their whole 
condemnation ( dated., and I believe decreed, before my day of hearing ) in 
theſe words, | 

By the Governour and General Aſſembly. 

It is ordered by the Authority aforeſaid , that Lieut, Col, Rovert San- 
ford pay unto the Publick five thouſand pounds of Sugar, and to be commut- 
red cloſe priſoner in trons till a ſhip ſail hence for England , it being made 


appear before this Authority by ſeveral evidences that the ſaid Lieut. Col, 


Robert Sanford in a meoFt rebellious and mutinons manner , came ts the 


houſe 
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bouſe where ſeveral perſons who had taken up armes againft the Anthorr- 
ay of this Colony and had atted felontawſly, were commutted,and monld contra- 
yy to all law and order , not onely have diſcharged them , but commanded 
them out of the ſaid houſe , and heading them proffered to aſſiſt them with 
his life and fortunes : and being called before this Authority , them ſitting 
on the Examination and Fudging of theſe (editious and rebellious perſons , 
denyed and abuſed the ſaid Authority, 

Dated the 28th. of Novemb., 1661, W.B, 

At the inſtant of my receiving this I paid down my fine and took the 
Treaſurers diſcharge, hoping that I might have prevailed to have been ſens 
off tro Barbados with the other Gentlemen , and ſo- have been the ſooner 
freed from my hateful reſtraint, and rhezr power alſo among whom I 
thought my life not oyer-ſecure, 

And were I as earneſt to make my enonnes odious as they ave to befilth 
with any ſort of dirt, I could bring fair evidences of a Prattice againſt me 
whoſe barbar:ſme; exceeds any yet inftanced in, But though it concernes 
them, in the part they have to a&, ro make us at leaſt ſeem crimena! ; (to 


doe which they therefore gladly recuare to every, am homo or Ca- 
w not 


) ro wee it is ſufficient that F appear innocent : 
then my diſcourſe with any digrethion nor abfolure inent to 
jaſffearionthe h it han the can. oa therr backatne? Fhat, ifI — 
faultleſs, being fully enough effetied by ſuch uſage of me as themſelves de 
awn, TI hartily forgive the intention who ever was guilty of ic, and defire 
God may do ſo too: "tis enough for me that / ans ſafe. 2 

Ofcen did I labour by letters ro Byams to purchaſe the favour of as ſpeedy 
a baniſhment as my Compeers were like to enjoy, and as often had ary 
ſuit rejeRted ; The Conncel was courted, but with ths ſmeceſs; the General 
Aſſembly , forſooth, had determined my puniſhment and they onely could - 
retratt the Order, To thew I therefore applyed: my felf for permiftion to _ 
goe to Barbados: my importunity at lengti iled, and on: the 2 5th- 
of Fannary, in the cloſe of the day, I was put aboard a (hip bound for thee 
Hand: the firſt minute of liberty I enjoyed fincethe 26th» day of Novemd. 
in the morning; two or three dayes of which I was ſhut up in the Rtinki 
hold of the ſhallop, & all the reſt of the time laden with vi/frinows ſhack/es: 
but by this detention I eſcaped thoſe ca/amirres which my brethren in exile 
were , by reaſon of the crazineſs of thair veſſel, expoſed unto ; andarrived 
ſafcly at Barbados and from thence hither to England before 2ny news 
could informe me that they were yer among the living. And thus afteran 
expence of nine years pretious time, in all which with. an unaltered con- 
fancy I'la in that Colomes promotion, _— the frequent _— 
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of my perſon and detriment to my eſtate , acted more i» the pablich con. 
cernes then any one Gentleman beſides , and with leſs conſideration for my 
ſelf; now, when I juſt began to taſte the fruits of my ſo long toil, I am thruſt 
from thence and them with a violent Impulfion , for no other cauſe but 9. 
ver-tendering the lives of my deare#t friend and neareFF relation; which , 
rationally enough, I imagined oz the precipice of danger, I conſidered 
a taken life like ſplit water was never to be gathered up again : & knowing 
that there was both j»ſtice andvertwe in making their reſcous, the pleaſure 
of preſerving lives ſo dear, wing'd me for the attempt » and tangled me in 
the royles of my deadly-hating enemies, 1, who glory-in n>thing ſo much 
25 4n untainted loyalty, whole moſt certain religion ts obedience to the law.. 
full Power, who onely out of veneration to the name of his [acred Majeſty 
had ſubjeCted my ſelf ro /eſs then the ſhadow of his Proclamation, to ſome- 
thing I:fs then the aire of his commands , a Nothing which had uſurp't his 
name ; to whom T was hitherto complyant in all things, and had fil ſo been 
had not ſuch lrwves, ſo illegally, becn threatned ; mnt fall now with thoſe 
abominated imputations of fattion, ſedition, treaſon, and rebellion ; ſo ab. 
horrent from my ſoul , caſt on me to hurry me into the deepeſt abyſs of in- 
famy : and all this for endeavouring to fly the perſecution of an uſurping 
Tyrant, But my great conſolation is , rhe ſame imputation , by the ſame 
* ſort of men , caſt on thouſands that aCted the ſame things, have, for many 
luſtres of years, been the onely crown for the moſt prodigious lojalty > and 
'is pofſible rhe ſame planet (till retains ſome vigour of its Malignancy ; 
epecially at ſo great a diſtance from the Royal beams. 
And, indeed{if it be not criminal to confeſs ſo much) I was not leſs mo- 
ved with the conſideration of the danger our moFt ſacred laws were in (to 
which Þwas ſworne a Magiſtrate a&ting by vertue of a Power derived from 


the Delegates ſabordi nate to onr ſ overaign lord the K ng ) then I was with , 
n 


natural inclinations to my periſhing intimates, ving alwaies been 
loyal (ora traitoxr jf T may ſo ſpeak in the Dialeft of thoſe times ) when 
thoſe Inf amor rebels of our laſt age, without and agarnit the Kieg, made 
the ruine of our fundamental ſanttions, the ground-work of their wfurp't 
dominion ; ] durſt not become diſloyal, or really a traitogr, now, when 
theſe ſame lawes were trampled on-to the ſame end, by abetting theſe uſur. 
pers; ſo much the more infamous for pretending ( to His greater indigni.- 


ty) ro att by the Kings. Amthority, And therefore I-rather choſe by is. 


ſingle oppoſition to fall in defence of our Soveraigns hononr ard laws,then to 
troop with them from whom I alwaics had a natural averſation, And TI 
count" it ſomething of glory, that fince u» the times of needT lay under: 
the imperfeRions of non-age and abſence, and could not therefore ; 
| a 
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aft my affeftions to the Royal cauſe, I am yet, in the laſt hour of the day, 
thought worthy of thoſe titles, which (though in themſelves the higheſt ſcan- 
dals) are yet by glorious accidents become the moFt honourable additions to 
his Majeſties moFt conſtant ſervants, 

I have onely to ſpeak to the (*oncluſion of Byams Declaration, and ſo 
Ghall take leave of my Reader, 

Concluſion, 
The Objections made by the Delinquents. 

SeR. 1. That the Governour was Elective by the Countrey , and there- 
in but one year , according to the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of the ("olony ; and 
therefore his cont ingance thertin for any longer time without the choice 
and annual Eleftion of the Delegates of the ſeveral Diviſiens of the Colony 
# an uſurpation wpon the liberties of the people, 

Anſwer. 

Seft, 1 Heneitherinſerts our objections tr#ly nor fully; for we objected 
that the Conſtitution of the Delegates was, that yearly the peaple ſhould by * 
their Elettion renew the whale Authority , both Governour, Conncel , and 
Aſſembly : and that the Delegates did ſo decree we prove from B yams lat 
Comm: ſſion, dated the 15%: of Tune 1660, by the onely vertue of which 
both he and this whole General Aſſembly got poſſeſſion of the Government; 
in which (Commiſſion their decree is exprefled in theſe plain engliſh words, 
T hat the free-holders of each Diviſion doe, anwually, upon the firfl wedueſ.. 
day in June , meet ; and, by their free voices, elett three able , honeſt, d;. 
ſcreet men , free-holders and inhabitants in therr reſpeftrve Diviſions , to 
be their Repreſentatives for the following year , that theſe * twenty one Re. 
preſentatives be the General Aſſembly , 1n whom 15 the * The tivifions ware © 
ſupream Power and Government of this Countreyboth in numb, ſeaven. 
Legiſlative and Magiſtratical ( with ſubordination and ſubje&ion to the 
ſovcraignty and lawes of England, as in the Preamble) and that They meet 
the ſecond wedneſday in June at the publick place at Teorarica , andthere 
appoint from among it themſelves a Gevernour for that year &c, So that 
by this Att,che former cuſtome, which he hinteth at, viz. [ of che peoples 
fir#t chooſing the Delegates, then the Delegates chooſing the Governour, the 
Governour his Councel, and, after that , the people to meet again to cleft 
their Aſſembly men | was diſcontinued; and this other forme ordained to 
all futurity till determined by the commands of our ſoyeraign. And though 
Bam pretended to thoſe commands , yet he may remember ( for he accuſcth - 
us of it, Sett. 8. ) that the foundation on. which we firmed our objetion 
was , that his Majeſty had not yet determined this conſtitution by his Royal 
commands, That very Governogr, indeed ny General Aſſembly,co whom 

T the 
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the Government was committed by theſe ſame Delegates ( at the inſtant. 
when they made this Eftabliſhment ) for that year and ne longer , (0 abuſed 
the FrwFF repoſed im themthar in their very firſt year they patſed an Order 
for their own perpetuation; to which when we objeCted , that they , being 
an iuferiour power to that of rhe Delegates from whom they had their be- 
ing, could not annull their ſanitions ; they confuted us by armes , irons, 


fines, and bamſhment. 
: ſp Concluſion, 


Anſwer to the Delimquents objeftions, 

« Set, 2. Tt is granted that the Governouc was elected by the Countrey, 
«.& by the eſtabliſhed conftiturion ofthe Colony he was to be elected an- 
& nually at a day certain by thrDelegares of the ſeyeral diviſions of theCo- 
« Jony, and by yertue thereof was to continue therein but one year. 

*& But as to thus eſtabliſhment it is to be conlidered wherefore & when it 
« was made, it was in the jnnRture of time when the whole-frame of ourNa- 
&* tjon was in confuſion and out of order; the legal authority rejeCted by a 
« violent power, who had affumed to themſelyes the ſupream power of our 
<« Nation; and that at the firſt eftabliſhment was e/e#;ve, in ſemblance to 
&« which this was made, Anſwer. 

Sef#. 2, He ſhonld grant, as I ſaid before, that the repreſent atives , in 


whom was the Government, were to be yearlyclefted , and that they from. 


2mongft rthemſefovrs wore romame 2 Governour «t a day certain (who was 
no other but their preſident or ſpeaker; and ſo, at the mectings, ſts/ed.) And 
this eſtabliſhment was made in Fre 1660, when the King was happily re- 
ftored to the domnrmon of hu prople. Amd though indeed we then had no cer- 
ramty of bueret wrn, yer we knew how far the ever-famous D. of Albemarle 
hadaftd in order to it;and that rhe Free Parliament was attually fitting: 
nor was this eftabliſhment-rade im ſernblanoe ro wwy form of government 
fet tp here at homwe in the times of the {ate wſurpation; not any in that Co- 
lony ( except the wnthowr of thee concl wfion, if Tgucis right by theſt:le ) ha- 
ving the leaft eftrr7 of thoſe deffrufirve 1wnovations; bucracher in imitati- 
on of that conſtitation 1n Barbadoes , which is rated by a Governoar com 
miſſioned from the Soveraign, u Countel of his own chaſing, and an Aſſem- 
bly ( rwo ont of every partth ) yearly eletbed bythe people , which whole 

is called the Governowr and Gemeral Aſſembly, Now we wanting 4 
Commiſſion from the King , were forced to conxent our ſelyes for the pre- 
Tent with an eſraxbly onely, choſen by rhe prople, who for order fake ( as 
thoſe in Barbeders do) made owe of rhemſetves the Speaker, and, the ber- 
ter to attra@ rhe peopks reverence, gave him rhe rerde of Gover neyr, And 
becauſe upenevery emergency to convert #hes whale body , _ 

trou 
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trouble and inconveniency,therefore they permitted the Governoury to name 
fix of theſe repreſentatives ( one our of each diviſion his own excepted Jto 
be hisC A adviſe with him in the regulating the Colony a 
to the Laws of England, and the By-laws of this General eAſſembly. Now 
upon the whole matter the queſtions are, whether the inhabitants of the Co. 
lony of Surinam bring left without condutt, might not agree amongſt them- 
ſelves on ſome form of rule to which they would ſubmit till concluded by 
their Soverai on: whether thoſe that were put rmto authority by ſuch com- 
patt were not bound thereby? If it be anſwered wegatively , then Byans aud 
the reſt had never any rightful anthoraty ; if affirexatively, then their au- 
thority expired in Fe 62, and in either cafe whatever was faid ordone 
againft them ar thes trame, could neither be ſedition nor oppoſition; nay, for- 
asmuch as it appears that they made the firſt aſſault , by rmpriſonmy Jones, 
and endeavonring the like to others, whateyer thoſe perſons, ſo aſſaulred and 
proſecuted, did aR, attemnt,or intend was onely to defend themſelves from 
their unruly neighhours. And ſo much doth our »atwral lgearce to our 
Soverargn ( of which neither t12e nor place can diſcharge;us) entitle us to 
the Royal Proteftion, and the being Engliſh mew , to theprovitedges of owr 
Charter ; that I cannot think a company of ws can in any part of the 
world be ſo left to our ſelves , asthat the greater number may grind 
that 


rwvade the rights of the leſs, and deſtroy themin perſon, honour, lib 
eft ate : Eſpecially when we had-agreed amongft our ſelves (and 
agreement by proclaiming his Majeſty , and ſwearing allegiance tot) 
to retain our King, owr allegrence, and owr laws, Nor can ic be rationally 
affirmed that our proclaiming whe King altered onr confbitution , unleſs we 
had tmitely agreed that it ſhould do ſo; for we had in general terms 


ſubjefted our ſelves and conſtitutronto the $wuermypn þ of aur Navten, 
and that after proclurmrng of his Sarred Aajofty' wi onely an adenow- 
ledging that ſuch « particular per ſon wir our $ Tx; Which coald not 


yoid our contract, onearricte of it was that wwhing ſhould voul Tt hue 
the Kings commands. And that we didnot think the Kimgs commg im, 
or our proclaiming him, any anuulling of our government, 3s evident twom 
. the Commuſſions which Byum ( by order of the Guneral Aſſembly ) granted 
fomerime afrer this ; whereof T haye two, whoſe ſtile is, Bywerowe of 4 
power wnto us from the delegates ſubordinane 0 var wx Lord, 
Charles, &c. Nor do I finde (though it thould eawalidate-the. res 
decree ) how his Majeftres reftanrationdorh inogh Byaw, or ny other par- 
ucularperfon, with the Goverment , | 
Scat, 3, As to the reaſons why it mas made, they were Thife s In'thas 
G 3 Þ 
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we were many of his Majeſties liedge people who had embarqued onr ſelves 
and fortunes in order 10 the planting and ſettling of this Colony ; as Go- 
wvernoar over whom by the then ſupream power of England Colonel Richard 
Holdip was commiſſioned and ſent : his declining of which ,:and thereby 
leaving the place defticuce of any ſuch authorized government; and the ſu- 
pream power of England, ( by reaſon of their many diſtraftions and revo- 
-Lutions of Government ) taking no further cognizance of us; we, the inhab;- 
tants of thisplace , being necelſicated therewnto, in order to the civil and 
peaceable Government and preſervation of every one 1n his life, and liberty, 
aud eſtate 1n this Colony (- as the records hereof do manifeſt ) made this elta- 
bliſhment for our Government , it to continue with ſubmiſſion to the Su- 
pream Authority of England. Now thus, and according to this eftablith- 
ment did the Governour that now is become Governour in poſceſſion ; of 
which ( his Majeſty being mercifully reſtored to the regal and happy Go- 
vernment of our Nation ) his Declaration for the continuation of all Go- 
vernours, Magiſtrates, and Officers to continue in their ſeveral powers,and 
authorities, till his Royal pleaſure were further known and ſignified, found 
him, and hath and doth empower, authorize , and continue him therein till 
his fnther order. So that now he ſtands no longer Governour by vertue of 
the eftabliſhment of the Colony, but 15 authorized, empowred, and confirmed 
therein by his Majeſties Declaration , which is the ſupream authority of 
our Nation: In ſubmiſſion to which this eſtabliſhment ( as :t ought, ſo it ) 
was made, | 
T he Governour thus authorized, empowred, and confirmed Governour by 
the Kings Declaration, doth, as a relative and neceſſary incident and conſe- 
quent thereunto ſtand accountable to the King for the Government of this 
place, and cannot without the forfetture of his faith and allegiance to hes 
ſacred Majeſty either render up , or paſſively ſuffer his power as Gover- 


nour tobe taken from him; eſpecially we having owned his Majeſty as our 


ſmpream Magiſtrate by our ſolemn proclaiming of him, and recognized up- 
' 08 Onr eblick breords , our Governour 4s his Governour , virtually by his 
Majeſties Declaration. 

' The Governour thus authorized, empowred, and confirmed by the Kings 
Declaration; and his power and autherity therein as Governour by virtue 
thereef recognized by us upon our own Records, the diſowning of him (2 to 
be , and the declaring and endeavouring by an Overt att to ſet mp and exett 
any other G overnogy , in eppoſition to., and contempt of, the King his.Crown 
«nd Dignity, ſignified by bus Royal Will and Pleaſure, . requiring our ſubje- 
fon and obedience to his commands and Declaration, is ticaſon in ſuch op- 
-Poſers and contrivers, - - ok Ky aR 
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, /j.,, we 

Se. 3, Atlength out comes the true reaſon for this eſtabliſhment, but it is not remem- 
bred, 1, That Byams plaid the ſeditions perſou (when out of all publick emploiment ) an 
raiſed many diſputes againſt the power left in p'ſſeſsion of the Government by Holdip ( and 
therein continued by the peoples repreſentatives ) as uot ſufficiently authorized, inſtig ati 

' the people to an att ual diſobedience. Nor, 2. T hat, though at that time IT had the ſword of that 
authority in my hand, and the authority to back me,yet1 did not drive him into exile, but made 
way for him to the Chair by perſwading thoſe that ſate in it to deſcend, and give the people leave 
80 place in it whom they liked beſt: Nor, 3. That after all this ( noewuhſtanding the aimes 
hehadparticularly againſt me in all his m-vings to ſedition, in emulation of my eminency, and 
diſdain of his own nullity ) I laid on many on that heap of votes which mounted bim $9 his 
height; therein conſulting the Colonies, not my awn, advance ; this perſon being of jo reſtleſſe 
an Ambition, that if he ruled not all there was no ruling him. But of this uv more. 

He thus coming to the poſſeſsion of the Government , Jabours every. year to be perpe- 
tuated without ant annual ſtanding candidate; and at laft fearing to hazard himſelf longer 
on the unconſtanc multitude % au alſo with the conſcience of his ſufferings and ſervice in 

* the Royal cauſe) ſaies, I will continue, and I will ſay the King hath ſo commanded ; and 1 
will with force drive away all thoſe that have hitherto, and ſtill ſhall , impede me herein , be 
their conſtant loyalty never ſo exemplar. For what is all this talk of the Kings proclamation 
but Byams. ipſe dixit $ Nay, what 1s it elſe but « meer fi#ion , raiſed from a preſumption 
that C probably enough ) the King is this ſo great a change might ſo proclaim? And theſe ela- 
borate Arguments (or more truly * Noellian Inganneations) ' —© ; 

drawo from this ſuppoſe! , are but like thoje about the- , * Major Nee! the ſcribler of 

Golden tooth, which proved at laſt a forgery. But though to this Concluſion; a worship- 


expend wit an «n erroneous principle may conſiſt with inno- robe rares EEE 


cence, yet to joyn with thoſe whom one/y-forgetfulneſs hath rartyred (aarles with devidte 
left out of the liſt of traytours and rebels in be potting apre* beſte libertate donati, 
ciſe,never-varied loyalty , with the abominated aſperſions 

of Treaſon and Rebellion , pulling Raine on whole familics, and all by « miſtake (ſhould I 
exclude malice) cannot but by j«ftice be condemned @s « criminal temerity. ; 

I need not controvert the Lyw our SkarinamIudge ſo Megiſterially concludes with ; but 
ſhall onely add theſe few aſſertions out of Indge Ienking, fol. 195. &c.To alter the efta- 
bliſhed Lawes in any part by force is High Treaſon : To uſurp the Royal Power is High 
Freaſon ; To.ſubvert the Fundamental lawes is High Treaſon. A neceflity of a mans 
own making doth act excuſe him. Preſentment , or tryal by Tury is the Birth right of 
the ſubjeft. Magne charts, the Petition of Right,and other good laws of this land « rd: ia, 
that all mens tryals ſhould be by the eſtabliſhed laws and not otherwiſe, they are the ye- 
ry words of the Petition of Right. An At of Parliament that a man ſhould be judge in his 
own.cauſe is a void AR. ib. fol. 139. The common law of this land is, that every Free- 
man is ſubje& to a tryal by Bill of Attainder in Parliament , wherein the King and both 
Houſes mult neceſſarily concur, for that tryal is an Att of Parliament to which all men are 
ſubjeR: But otherwiſe no man ſhall be deſtroyed, &*c. but by the lawful judgement of 
his Peers, or by the Common /aw of the land. ib. fol. 93. 

The Governourand General Afembly ( as they call themſelves) of Surinem do here 
conſeſs that in our tryaF and puniſhment they have uſurped a Pewer equal , if oot ſupe- 
rior to that of the King and both howſes of Parliament, ſubveried the fundamenial Lavs , and 
by force of an Army «ltered the eſtablsſhed-Lawes of E»gland in the whole: 

From my own reading 1 ſhall ſabjoine this , to diſcharge meo guilty of Treaſon and 
Felony,is Treaſon and Felony: Byam ec. have accuſed us of both, puniſhed us for neither: 
if we be guilty,they are anſwerable for not briogiog us to a tryal; if we be inocenr,they 


are pvilty of conſpiracy: nor can they ayoid this Dilemma by objeRing our Irons, Fines, 


ep Sens <qwarty do do 
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aged Banimenty ſoe all lanysrs-kooy th#fe are not the puniſhments fur treaſon gor felo- 
had, we the rrya/ due ro either: Np this way Tdaed revenge themſelves oli fame 
x endearauriog to upfix them in their aſkrp" dewinion ,, and on me for labouting to 
aaa than of theirrevenge., which way, poſſibly, be termed an iwcon/iderare, can- 


pmol! be cenſured a crimindl atiewpt.. = 
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weke obeyed, which you fiude was his errour 
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